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RENAISSANCE OF INDIAN ARCHITECTURE & CULTURE 
Publisher’s Note 


In Pre-Free India, when Indians united to compel the Britishers 
to quit this country to enable us to enjoy independence, it was deemed 
necessary to restore our ancestral education, traditional arts and our 
own ways of living and thinking. 

One movement originated in Calcutta to establish (1) one All- 
India School of national architecture and (2) one Institute of Archi- 
tects and Engineers to train Indians in the composition and construction 
of structures in traditional stylee judiciouly developed to suit modern 
conditions. Half the world enthusiastically supported the movement. 
And the non-stop agitation in respect of the contemplated School and 
Institute grew strong and stronger inspite of tremendous oppositions 
of the peoples vested with personal or group interests. 

The author of the present Memoir has collected facts and 
arranged them in a homogenous manuer. He has somewhat solved the 
knotty problems which hindered the Renaissance of Indian Architecture, 
Himself an experienced engineer-architect and planner he has surveyed 
and analysed successive developments and renaissances of Indian 
architecture through ages. 

At the instance of Sthapatya-visarad Sri Sris Chandra Chatterjee 
Rashtrapati Dr. 8. Radhakrishnan and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru took 
keen interests from the beginning of the movement. Their esteemed 
sympathies coupled with their honest efforts are recorded in the pages 
of this booklet. One may hope the present President of Indian Union 
will favourably consider the claims of the suggested very important 
branch of Indian National Education, vindicated in the booklet, and do 
the needful in giving effect to the supra national aspiration of Sri Sris 
Chandra Chatterjee. 

The Memoir is bound to be useful to Indian engineers, architects, 
town-planners, educationists and research workers besides students & 
Professors of Ancient Indian History & Culture and educated sections. 

The readers are expected to respect the Truth. The essence of 
Man lies in his faculty for seeking the Truth and Justice, 

Sri Chatterjee’s thesis entitled ‘India and the World’, when 
published, will not only throw a new light in a new perspective on 
Indology but also present one workable scheme by operating which 
with the coordination of the UNESCO the lot of the bewildered 
humantity may be ameliorated. 
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RENAISSANCE OF INDIAN ARCHITECTURE AND CULTURE 


М. SHAW, B.Sc., B.E., C.E., Ex-M.L.A., 
Chartered Engineer, Architect, Surveyor, and Valuer (Class І) 
Retired Executive Engineer (West Bengal and Central ) 


T have read a booklet entitled “Experiences of a Patriot in Pre- 
and Post-Free India” which records the incessant struggle of Sthapatya- 
Visarad Sris Chandra Chatterjee, for fifty years, to effect a renaissanoe 
of ancient Indian architecture by establishing one All-India School 
of Indian Architecture. With sound arguments it has been compiled 
by Sri Binay Krishna Halder, Senior Advocate. But only 300 copies 
of it were printed and distributed among selected scholars and 
educationists for opinion and “Not for Pubiication”. Very favourable 
opinions were received indeed. 


I feel it urgently necessary to print and publicise this memoir 
for use of the general public and State Governments as well as of the 
Senators of the Indian Universities. It is based chiefly on Sri Halder's 
statements but, at the same time, reinforced with certain very impor- 
tant news—cuttings and documents concerning which were oversighted 
and, so, not produced to Sri Halder—and with my own observations 
born of my intimate knowledge of Sri Chatterjee’s ideals and activities 
for over forty five years. Vew events were narrated by Chatterjee 
from his memory. 


The Senators of the International University Visva Bharati 
(Santiniketan), after their examination of this memoir, may strive to 
establish the contemplated school intended to sponsor one creative 
centre to impart true Humanistic Education and usher perpetual peace 
and bliss, international and intersocial. Material prosperity will not 
be neglected. Other Indian Universities may actively co-operate in the 
matter. 


Fornier British administration in India infused Indian mind 
with the glamour of Western materialistic t.e., realistic arts. The 
eosmical town-planning and spiritual architectural arts of India 
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which for thousands of years developed unbroken in most flourishing 
conditions under the Hindu and Moslem monerchs were subjected to 
dwindle by the Britishers. Traditional town-planning was ignored 
not only by them but even by Indian National Leaders who could not 
apprehend that with the death of our ancestral architectural arts and 
socio-economico-spiritual community-planning the moral death of 
‘Indian nation would be imminent. 


British Indian cities and towns were filled with half-understood 
imitations of attempts by western architects to solve contemporary 
problems in and under different climes and conditions as prevailed 
in Western regions. А base architecture in unsocial Setting in a region 
planned irrationally represented the soul of the newly built city of _ 
British India. The result has seriously affected India’s Culture, 


For centuries the Indians have been deprived of the knowledge 
of their ancestral arts of supreme Supranational value. They have 
been debarred from comprehending the nobility of their artistic 
inheritence, or the obligation this great legacy imposed on them. 
Even to-day after regaining their freedom, most of the inheritors of 
Indian civilization are aping the West in almost every phase of their 
life and living, social and vocational. Most of the Ministers of 
present Indian Union were and are unable to fully realise the vital 
importance of safeguarding Indian traditional architecture in moulding 
Indian life and outlook : All the three Rashtrapatis of the present 
Indian Republic wrote to Sri Chatterjee stating that they did not 
understand the significance of Indian architecture. Was not the 
Educational Directorate of the former Government responsible for 
their innocent ignorance of the most vital expression of India’s cultural 
achievement ? The Education Minister of the present Government of 
India may seriously consider the situation. 


British Indian Schools of Arts & Crafts had nothing to do with 
Indian Architecture—the Father of Fine Arts and the matrix of 
Indian Civilization, They trained Students chiefly 
of Occidental painting and Greco-Roman seul ptur: 
Except few scattered minor establishments here 
with great financial difficulty and hinderence someho 
precious traditional arts in non-official capacit 
important institution, if I am correct 
arts. In Bengal only the Santiniketan 


in the techniques 
al arts and crafts. 
and there which 
w produced their 
У, there was no 
» concerned with our ancestral 
of Rabindranath Tagore trained 
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students exclusively in Indian music, dance-drama and painting. 
Development of traditional sculptural arts and crafts, not to speak of 
architecture, was not encouraged by it during its early career. 


Detached parts of ancient and madieval shrines and mosques 
of India were stored and exhibited in Government musenmo. Those 
articles with other archaeological finds obtained from excavations or 
othsrwise were utilized in compiling historical literatures, art memoirs 
and official documents, etc., which did not deal with their builing 
mechanics, technical operations or constructive principles. General 
Alexander Cummingham, James Fergusson, Rajendralal Mitra, Е. В. 
Havell, John Marshall, A. К. Coomaraswami, В. D. Banerjee, 
М. Ganguly, Longhurst, Cousins and other savents, foreign and 
Indian, published some very veluable monographs concerned with the 
historical accounts and classifications of Indian classical architectural 
arts, lucidly expounding their basic-ideals, aesthetic and cultural. The 
excellent art-journal ‘Rupam’, published by the Indian Society of 
Oriental Art from Calcutta, vindicated the glories of Indian painting 
and sculptural arts. Е. В. Havell tried his best, although in vain, 
to have Indian traditions chiefly utilized in the construction of New 
Delhi. But neither he nor other art-connoisseurs and scholars felt the 
supreme necessity for (1) establishing orthodox Schools of Indian 
Architecture under the aegis of Indian Universities to educate 
thoroughly, and train practically, genuine Indian architects, artists 
and technicians for functioning civil engineering constructions in 
developed Indian styles and for (2) founding allied Academies or 
Institutes in active co-ordination with the Government Departments 
of Education, Public Works, Municipalities and District Boards so as 
to impart practical training to the passed students of the said Schools 
from actual constructions at their disposal in Indian traditional styles 
judiciously developed to suit modern conditions of present Indian life 
concerning economy, utlity, hygiene, sanitation etc. 


Sthapatya-Visarad Sris Chandra Chatterjee initiated for the 
firt time, the countrywide agitation for such orthodox training, after 
resigning at the call of Mahatma Gandhi for non-co-operation his 
permanent service under the Government. He donated Rs. 1001/- to 
the Tilak Swaraj Fund. Thereafter he served for sometime Bikaner 
Р. W. D. to acquire practical knowledge in the composition and соцзігио- 
tion of buildings in traditional styles. 
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Whileis service, Sri Chatterjee received the following encomiumö 


from his superior officers : 


From MAJOR С. Е. RHODES, R.E., А. M. I. C. E. 
` Chief Engineer, Civil Works, Ordnance Factories, Bengal 


Mr. Chatterjee is in sole charge of the technical branch of 
AE employed on works—in reports, surveys, and general 
supervision. Heis, without exception, the most capable: intelligent 
and hard working man in his own capacity, who has ever served under 


me, and I have nothing but praise for the way in which be carried out. 


his responsible and often arduous duties. He takes the keenest interest 
in his works, and is constantly adding to his knowledge by the reading 
and study of technical works. He has а remarkable command of 
English, is а good mathematician, and draftsman and has а very sound 
knowledge of all branches of constructional engineering...... I look 
forward to have him with me again should I return to India.” 


From CAPTAIN D. F. IRVING, A. M. I. С. E., B. U. S. CLUB 


“ 


O Mr. Sris Chatterjee has a very sound knowledge ( both 
theoretical and practical ) of reinforced concrete construction, and T can 
very strongly recommend him for any type of В. С. Work d 


From МВ. J, A. MOORE, R. Е, A. M. I.C, E. 


“Mr. 8. б. Chatterjee, Assistant Engineer, Р. W, D., Bikaner 
State....., is а young man of high character and superior 
a profound interest in his work, and is exceptional 
which qualities, in combination with plenty of initi 
and organising ability, should carry him 
profession. 


intellect, has 
у keen to get on, 
ative, resourcefulness 
far in the Engineering 


He is especially proficient in 
desire to part with his services К: 


architectural work...... T have no 


From SETH NATHU MALL RAMPURIA, BIKANER 


"Mr. Chatterjee... inspected our buildings, 
thirty lakhs of rupees) and in course of his visits в 
new designs and plans, which really testify to his 
in engineering and Indian architecture 2 


three-storied, (cost 
uggested us several 
brilliant attainment 
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Comming back to Calcutta from Bikaner he pioneered one 
modest private Free School of Indian Architecture and Crafts in his 
residence at his personal expense. That experimental school 
functioned for several years satisfactorily. Some of his ex-students 
are presently working creditably in Calcutta and elsewhere. Selected 
works produced by the school were exhibited in India and abroad. 
Some of them were reproduced in journals and papers with eulogistic 
comments and reviews made by experts including Е. B. Havel, 
Nicholas Roerich, Dr. Abanindranath Tagore, Sir Francis Young- 
husband, Miss Helen Comstock, Assocate Editor of the International 
Studio, Carl. N. Werntz, Director, Chicago Academy of Fine Arts, 
H. B. Saylor, Editor of “Architecture”, New York, Stephen De Cserapy, 
University Architect, Budapest. Dr. Harvey Wiley Corbett, 
Chairman of the Architectural Commission concerning the World’s 
Fair in Chicago, 1933, and Departmental Editor on Architecture of 
the latest edition of Encyclopaedia Britannica, was amazed with 
Chatterjee’s works and inspiring lectures, advised him to exhibit some 
of his specimens in the Chicago Exhibition and expressed his hope to 
arrange his lecture toure in U.S.A. Sir Francis Younghusband, 
President of the India Society London, desired to arrange his tours 
in Europe. Dr. Richard Offner, Professor of Italian Art, College of 
Fine Arts, New York University considered : ‘‘Western students have 
doubtless a great deal to learn from Mr. Chatterjee”. His Excellency 
Dr. Giuseppe Tucci, Member of the Royal Academy of Italy, remarked : 
“Were architects like Chatterjee given scope and encouragement, India 
might once again create new marvels of architectural beauty 
quite in keeping with her glorious post.” Dr. б. Е. Monod-Herzen, 
D. Sc., Director of Education, Paris : “Fully aware of the possibilities of 
Western and American techniques, Sris Chandra Chatterjee dreamed 
not of copying or of a union, but a full synthesis of east and west in 
a new form of Indian life”. 


Encouraged by such recognitions, the Sthapatya-Visarad 
organised, in 1938, an All-India Exhibition of Indian Architecture, 
probably the first of its kind in India, in the now-demolished Senate 
Hall of Calcutta University, under the chairmanship of Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookherjee, Vice-Chancellor. The great success of the vast exhibition 
inspired Dr. Mookherjee to adopt, as suggested by Sri Chatterjee, a 
scheme and syllabus for a Degree Course in Architecture which was 
appreciated as the very first of its kind in India. Another.scheme 
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for the establishment of an allied Academy to direct designs and 
constructions of structures in Indian styles in connection with the 
University School was almost simultaneously prepared by Chatterjee 
and had the approval of Dr. Mookherjee beside educationists including 
Mr. A. T. Macdonald, Principal, В. E. College and Mr. Perey Brown. 
Both the schemes were well received in Delhi, Bombay, Patna and 
elsewhere. In respect of the scheme for the Academy Sir M. 
Visvesvaraya, K.C.1.E., remerked that “only co-operative organisations 
like the proposed one could stimulate the study and practice of Indian 
Art, without begging donations for their recurring expenses.” 


Gradually the movement enlisted warm sympathy of numerous 
eminent institutions and outstanding personalities of India and the world. 
Those of India included Deshabandhu Chittaranjan Das, who actively 
supported it, Visvakabi Rabindranath Tagore, Silpacharya Nandalal 
Bose, Subhas Chandra Bose, Dr, Radhabinod Pal, Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Dr, Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan, Professor 
С. V. Raman, Her Highness Maharani Dr. Setu Parvati Baye Ll.d. Pro- 
Chancellor of Travancore University,Sir Dr.Baron Jayatilaka of Colombo, 
Chief Minister Janab Fazlul Нид, Sir Mirza М. Ismail, Mahamaho- 
padhyaya Dr. R. Shamasastry and Dr. Bhagavandas. The Maharana 
of Udaipur, some other ruling princes includng His Highness the 
Maharaja Ramaraja of Travancore and His Highness Maharajadhiraja of 
Baranasi, expressed their willingness to patronise the contemplated 
school. Inspired by the movement, Rabindranath arranged to renovate 
his ‘Uttarayana’ residence in Indian style of architecture and 
established in ‘Santiniketan’ one new department of sculptural arts 
and crafts as suggested by Chatterjee. Invited by his Secretary, 


Sri Rathindranath Tagore, Chatterjee went to Santiniketan for cosulta- 
tion in the matter. 


At the request of Pandit Madan Mohan Malavya Sri Chatterjee 
went to Hardwar to (1) advise him in Tespect of beautifying its 
ghats and (2) advocate. the study of Indian Archi 
Gurukula Mahavidyalaya, As a result of his advi 


and a clock tower 
Malavyaji wrote to the 
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Architecture. Within few years one beautiful University building 
imbued with vedantic impress, accommadating one ‘Veda Bhavan’, was 
constructed there. 


Consultant Chatterjee was next taken to Lahore, the head 
quarter of the Gurukula organisation, to help the designing of its 
main college building, as desired by Rai Bahadur Makkhan Lal, retired 
Chief Engineer of Kashmir state who was then living in Lahore. 
The Sir Gangaram Trust committee of Lahore also sought his guidance 
in decorating the Girl’s School building of the Trust which was then 
under construction. 


The Sthapatya-Visarad had to prepare drawings for one shrine 
of the Sanatan Dharma High School of Gujrat (Punjab). He gave 
lectures at the Gujrat College. 


All the above works were done by him with the spirit of a 
‘Bhatachari’ (missionary) and free of charges. 


Therefrom he went to Srinagar as Kashmir State guest. He 
was given facility to study the archaelogical monuments abounding 
in the enchanting region. He delivered inspiring lectures at the 
‘Pratap Bhavan’ ( City Hall) under the chairmanship of Sri Т. №. Kaul, 
Minister of Education, in which he implored the Kashmir Government 
to organise one full-fledged school of Regional Architecture. He 
stated that when the All-India School of Architecture would be 
established in Calcutta, the Kashmir School might be 
affiliated to it. 


Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, President of the Indian National 
Congress, arranged his lectures under the auspices of the Allahabad 
University.. He issued a statement: “...... Although I am engrossed 
in politics I should like to assure him that I am very much interested 
in the work he is doing...... most of the public and private buildings 
that have been put up їп recent years in India are things of horror 
ans Among the things with which a nation is judged is its architecture 
and the architecture of a nation must necessarily be a product 
of the soil and of the genius of her people. It is therefore a great 
pleasure to me to find that he is devoting himself to evolving a 
School of architecture which has its basis in Indian forms and at 
the same time which takes the best from the West...... As an eminent 
architect he is producing buildings based on old Indian styles, 
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beautiful and yet not very costly, and his endeavours appear to me 
to be praiseworthy and deserving of encouragement.” 


Dr. Abanindranath Tagore studied, personally, Chatterjee’s 
architectural construction as well as his exhibition. Through long 
articles in Bengali апа English he recorded his appreeciation of the 
architect's talent and devotion to the cause, concluding :— 


......He has practically demonstrated that Indian АНИР 
сап be revived without prohibitive expenditure. ....- I cannot help 
admiring him for his indefatigable labour to restore our pe са 
may his path be easy for him in this great work he has undertaken. 


Professor Dr. Suniti Kumar Chatterji and Professor. Dr. 
Kalidas Nag threw themselves into the movement and strengthened 
“it. | As Secretary of the Greater India Society Dr. Nag wrote about it 
to certain cultural institutions and eminent scholars of the world 
and enlisted messages of warm sympathy and blessing. In addition 
to writing articles in Calcutta papers and speaking to Dr. 
Abanindranath Tagore about his mission, Dr. Chatterji compiled 
one very valuable brochure, styled “Modern Indian Architecture : 


The work of Sris Chandra Chatterjee, Architect”, in which he 


“ 


mentioned, *...... Chatterjee represents the spirit 


of Renaissance 
in Indian architecture 


E: his work has a great significance in 
India, being analogous to the movements in favour of Indian art 
and literature set on foot by Dr. Abanindranath Tagore and Dr. 
Rabindranath Tagore for instance. 

Recently a strong section of the orthodox Sanskrit scholars 
of Bengal, under the auspices of the Sanskrit Sahitya Parishad 
( Academy of Sanskrit Literature ), conferred on him the Sanskrit 
title of Sthapatya-Visarada ( ‘skilled in Architecture’, ‘Master 
Architect’ ) in recognition of his endeavours to revive and renovate 


Indian architecture as an intrinsic part of Indian culture..,.,. His 


endeavours are fraught with tremendous consquences for the artistic 
regeneration of India on a sound and practical basis... :..” 


Dr. Chatterji’s compilation was illustrated with pictures of 
structures designed, drawn and built by Sris Babu himself before he 
trained his first draftsman and a local mason and one modeller to assist 
him. Some of his own drawings and models were published in the 
‘Architecture’ of U. 8. A. and elsewhere with favourable comments. 
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Owing to changed conditions and circumstances durmg the 
Second World War, separate courses and syllabuses, leading to the 
Degrees for Master of Architecture and Master of Planning had to be 
prepared in the beginning of 1943. Those were to replace the Degree 
Course previously adopted by the Senate, but not functioned, The 
Government of Bengal approved it on February 8, 1944. 


At a lunch party given in August, 1943, by the Hon’ble Justice 
Sir N. G. A. Edgley, I. С. S., eminent Indologist, Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin, Chief Minister of Bengal Government, Hon’ble 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookherjee, Finance Minister of Bengal Government, „ 
Sir Badridas Goenka and other Indian and British top ranking officials 
and educationists, supported the proposal for the school. Consequently 
Sir Nazimuddin officially invited Sri ‘Chatterjee’ to help the Post 
War Reconstruction of Bengal as a Member of its Committee. At 
the instance of Dr. В. С. Roy, then Vice-Chancellor, a discussion 
meeting was held on January 9, 1944, at Birla Park, Calcutta, with 
Sri В. М. Birla, President of the Indian Federation Chamber of 


Commerce and Industry, as its Chairman., Several leading 


industrialists of Bengal, Bombay and United Provinces, Sri Chatterjee 
and few foreign architects took part in the discussion. Dr, Roy 
advocated its early materialisation. Eventually the meeting supported 
the proposal unanimously. 


A resolution requesting the Government. of India ‘to induce 
the Provincial Governments to accept the University scheme in 
connection with their existing arrangements for training engineering 
technicians, was adopted at a general meeting held at Royal Asiatic 
Society of Bengal on August 18, 1944. Tt was forwarded to the 
Central Government. Thereafter Dr. Sir John Sargent, Secretary, 
Ministry of Education, Government of India, came to Calcutta 
from New Delhi to discuss the scheme. Fully convinced of its 
merit, potentiality and prospects he took, its printed copies for 
consideration of the Government of India. 


Leter on Sri Chatterjee personally showed a printed copy to 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nebru in Bombay. Panditji thoroughly read, 
discussed and appreciated the scheme: Eventually n5 emphasised 
the urgency of implementing such training in Architecture and 
Regional Planning in thor course of his memorable Convocation 
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Address at Calcutta University. The Statesman in its editorial of 
March 11, 1947, Supported the movement reinforced With the advocacy 
of Pandit Nehru. It stated: =... India must again work out its 
own ideals in building and town planning......... In this movement 
many of eminence are taking their Part using as one basis of 
Operations the plans and Proposals associated with the name of 
Mr. Sris Chandra Chatterjee, a Bengali architect, in which a number 
of architects, engineers and others have co-operated. Interest hag 
been indicated in centres all over the country. Viceroys and Governors 
have found time to approve. Universities and Municipal Corporations 
have given favourable attention. So have Indian Rulers and the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, The view that an Indian 
School of Architecture and Regional Planning is necessary grows strong. 


Wists Pandit Nehru was sym: 
of this development in his convoca 
‘last year. “A school Superior to 
was the comment of Colonel Ма 
architect and planner, after qi 
in Calcutta.” 


pathetic about the desirability 
tion address to the University 
any thing in the Western world” 
yer, the distinguished New York 
Scussing the regulations and proposals 


Following few’ statements will give some idea of the support 
the movement then enlisted. There Were numerous Tesponses from 
abroad : 
Тап Mac Alister, Secretary, 
"The Royal Institute of British Architects regards the study 
of Indian Architecture as an essential basis for the teaching of 
architecture in any school in India.” 


R.LB.A, London, W.I.— 


His Royal Excellency Prince Dumrong of Siam ;— 


“Being a Siamese whose ancient Civilization has derived its 
origin largely from India I wish the school every due success,” 


The U.S. S.R. Society of Cultural 


relations with 
Countries, Moscow :— 


Foreign 


“The generous Purpose of revival of Indian ar 


chitectural style 
will be Successfully accomplished,” 


Dr, Sten Konow, Acta Orientalia, Oslo ;— 


"T am deeply conscious of the great importance of Indian 
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Architecture in India not only for understanding of Indian culture but. 
also for the general history of civilization.” > 


Sylvain Levi, Рагіз-:— 

р I see mother India vindicating the glorious traditions 
of her own culture...... With the noble aim of making a new world... ::; 
Architecture has been the pride of old India...... it will be a pride of 
new India." 


Private Secretary to the Government House 
Governor of Bengal. Calcutta, 28 August, 1932. 


His Excellency Sir John Anderson asked me to say that His 
Excellency heard well of Mr. Sris Chandra Chatterjee's E and 
that his new venture has bis good wishes. j Г 


Military Secretary The Viceroy’s House 
to the Viceroy. New Delhi, 16 April, 1934. 


Their Excellencies Lord Willingdon and Countess of Willingdon 
ask me to inform you that although they cannot help effectively at 
the present juncture, yet at the same time wish Mr. Chatterjee good 
luck in his efforts to start an Institution to train Indian students in 
Indian Architecture. 


Н. Е. Lord Linlithgow’s appreciation :— 

“On the ‘occasion of the recent visit that Their Excellencies 
the Viceroy and the Marchioness of Linlithgow paid to Sarnath. 
Their Excellencies were shown round a magnificent piece of 
architecture which was being constructed for accommodating Buddhist 
pilgrims. The architecture has been designed by Mr. Sris Chandra 
Chatterjee in strict. conformity with ancient Buddhist style. Their 
Excellencies were highly pleased to see the attractive structure.” 
—Associated Press. 


Secretary to the Governor of Bengal. Government House, 
D. О. No. 2078 Caloutta, 14 April, 1943. 


«His Excellency Sir John Arthur Herbert, G. O.L E., 
Chancellor of Calcutta University, is in agreement with the principles 
underlying this proposal for the school......... 
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"Tn presiding over the Unity Conference in Calcutta Sir Francis 
Younghusband, КОТЕ, K.C.S.1.,.........dwelt оп the mission and 
achievement of the distinguished Indian Architect, Mr. Sris Chandra 
Chatterjee, who had been, he said, working so. much to bring а 
renaissance in Indian Architecture. As President of the India Society, 
London, he had organised lectures and held exhibitions on Indian 
Art and Painting. But he wished Mr. Chatterjee could go at an early 
dato to London and other countries in Europe and America and address 
the Society and other culture centres on Indian Architecture on which 
he had been a great authority.” — The Calcutta Municipal Gazette. 


Mr. H. Bonnet, Director, League of Nations, Paris, 15 
November, 1934 :— 


“ies At a time when so many conflicting forces, both in 


Western and Eastern hemispheres, are tending to trammel spiritual 
freedom, to reduce in an ever-increasing measure tho possibilities 
open to pure intellectual activity in the contemplative actiou from 
which springs the beauty that finds expression in the Arts, the 
International Institute of Intellectual Co-operation is deeply gratified 
to learn of the formation of a great Indian National School of 
Architecture........, treasures of ancient India will engender a spirit 
of intense harmony in present-day India and place other nations in 
the best possible position for appreciating its genius,” 


Sir О, У, Raman, Kt., N, L. :— 

“India to-day, if she is to be true to herself must seek to find 
ber own soul in architecture. If there-is any aspect of aesthetics 
which has an intensely practical value, it is architecture... a... The 


endowment of education in architecture with Indian outlook is much 
needed in India.” 


Cutchery, Trivandum :— 
“I am directed to inform 
Ramaraja of Travancore has been 
the Executive Committee of the 
become a Patron of the Institution.” 


you that His Highness the Maharaja 
pleased to accept the invitation of 


Å 
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to the Government of India with a request for sanctioning a grant to 
enable establishment of the School. 


The Ministry of Education, Government of India, on October 
28, 1947, intimated ‘its decision to allocate a grant on condition that 
the proposed School would have to function as an All-India institution, 
the University would contribute a proportionate amount and the 
Government of West Bengal would be approached for a suitable grant. 
The University gave a reasonable reply. But owing perhaps to 
complex political situation the matter was dropped. 

On May 14, 1948 in his illuminating FOREWORD to 
a book styled “Architect and Architecture” written by Sris 
Chatterjee and published by Calcutta: University, Dr. В. ©. 
Roy, Chief Minister of West Bengal Government, testified to 
the high standard of the School scheme and expressed his 
hope “that the Government of Indian Union will actively co-operate 
with these nation-building activities” He further stated: “Sri 
Chatterjee is widely known for his indefatigable efforts to resuscitate 
Indian Architecture against tremendous oppositions. Но has created a | 
new school of thought. His talents have been well appreciated in India 
and abroad. His sacrifices in the cause have been unique.” 


The University seheme proposes a judicious development not 
only of all branches of Engineering and Architecture, and rural and 
urban Planning, on technical and technological lines, as the leading 
Western institutions aim to-day, but, in the language of Dr. B. C. Roy, 
“it also aspires after evolving a New Human Order for international 
harmony and intersocial equilibrium.” 16 proposes (1) to teach 
rational coordination of many items of human thoughts and activities, 
and (2) to evolve а world-embracing standard of aesthetics and ethics, 
Advanced engineering will be welded into the art and science of 


architecture and regional planning, 


The main idea behind the proposed educational unit js to 
provide adequate training not only to meet the material needs of 
human life but also, as was the aim of the Indian University Commi- 
ssion led by Dr. 8. Radhakrishnan, to engender spiritual harmony 
among all the people of the world. Through academic courses and 
discourses the students are to be taught the doctrine of human relation- 
ship to endow themselves with the faculty to create a congenial 
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spiritual atmosphere pervading their plans, 
only and alone, is able to stimulate the growth of 
and goodwill, 


Such an atmosphere, 
international harmony 


erful resourceful organisa- 
tions combined together with vested interests, his honest selfless 


movement for creating and enlarging national demands for Indian style 
habitations in Indian environments grew apace. He closed his 
successful office of professional 


ful experimental school, founded 
to work whole-heartedly 


entirely for the fructification of the University Scheme, For many 


years he conducted exhibitions and delivered popular lectures 
throughout India. He addressed Universities, Engineering Colleges 
and numerous culture centres to help Calcutta University, їп its 
Work of National-cum-International Renaissance, To serye the Indian 
Congress National Planning Committee as its M 
Congress President Subhas Chandra Bose and to Popularise the claims 


of Indian Architecture, once he spent, almost Continuously, three 
years in Bombay living for some months in 


paying forty rupees per month for foodin 
he used tram and bus and mostly 


help him financially, The State 
rations did not Patronise him and 


Sarojini Naidu, Chairman of the 
nference, issued a Btatement through 


6, the manifest and abiding symbol 
Mr. Sris Chandra Chatterjee is one 
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of those rare patriots who dream of a true renaissance of Indian art 
in all its myriad shapes of beauty ; and who translate these dreams 
into achievements through sheer force of their own creative faith, 
enthusiasm, knowledge and devotion. 


«The School of Indian architecture which is his purpose to bring 
into existence, would be not only a new medium to interest India’s 
traditional genius in alliance with the modern conception of life, but 
also a legacy of historic value for successive generations, to teach them 
the real significance of that noble art in relation to our daily human 
needs, endeavours and aspirations,” 


The Universities of Allahabad, Banaras, Patna, Bombay, Nagpur, 
eto., felt the necessity for the study of the subject. Dr. 8, Radha- 
krishnan, as Vice-Chancellor, BHU, issued a Press News that the 
University had contemplated to open a new Department of Indian 
Architecture and Regional Planning. 


Years after Dr, Radhakrishnan’s announcement of his con- 
templation, Dr. С. Р. Ramaswami Aiyer, then its Vice-Chancellor, ` 
nominated Sri Chatterjee as a Member of the University Faculty of 
Arts to strive for early establishment of the new Department. The 
secret opposition- party, mentioned above, exercised its influence to 
frustrate his attempt. Long before Dr. Radhakrishnan’s venture Dr. 
В. N. Dey, Chief Engineer, Calcutta Municipal Corporation suggested 
to Pandit Madan Mohan Malavya, through a newspaper article, one 
organisation with himself as Chief Administrator, Sir М. Visvesvaraya 
as Engineer and Sri Sris Chandra Chatterjee as Architect, to restore 
the tumbling river ghats of Baranasi and protect the architectural 
grandeur of the miles long piles of palaces and edifices, shrines and 
monasteries, overlooking the Ganges. It was understood that В. Н. U. 
would take prominent part in the project. 


Response came from Visvabharati, Tripura, Rewa, Nizam- 
Hyderabad, Gujrat, Madras, Travancore, Kashmir, Gurukula, Nepal, 
Ceylon and Assam. 


In a letter В.О.С. No. 2502/41 of 6-4-1943, the University of 
Travancore intimated to the Registrar of Calcutta University that 
“the Syndicate of Travancore University considered a proposal for 
the introduction of a course of study in Indian Architecture ( with 
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Special reference to Kerala Architecture and including practical work 
in drawing, ete. ) and resolved that a three months course of lectures 
be arranged for the benefit of the students of the Engineering Callege 
and the employees of the Travancore Public Works Department. It 
Was suggested that Sri Sris Chandra Chatterjee, Бару ET) 
might be invited to organise and direct the same. Should Sri 
Chatterjee agree to undertake the work, his terms, etc, might be 
intimated.” | 


Sri Chatterjee accepted the invitation. Regarding terms 3 he 
left the matter entirely to the said Syndicate. Whatever amount might 
be decided by the Syndicate as his honorarium, he suggested, might 
be donated to the Calcutta University fund for the establishment of 
the proposed School of Indian Architecture. His Suggestion was 
accepted. Japanese bombing on India and the sabotaging of Railways 
prevented Sri Chatterjee to fulfil his assurance at the time. The 
subsoquent merging of Travancore State into Indian Union dropped 
the matter altogether. 


During his study-tour throughout Rajasthan, — Architect 
Chatterjee discovered two extraordinary Jain temples of marble, 
replete with unrivallied sculptural avts, buried in the jungle of the 
Aravalli hills at Kumbhalgarh 90 miles North West of Udaipur: - He 
presented the photographs he took, as well as his descriptive notes, 
of the two finds to Sir Sukhdeo Prasad, Chief Minister of Mewar Stato. 
He was officially requested, vide No 30, Mahkma Khas, Udaipur, of 
January 28, 1934, to intimate what would be his “fees and other 
necessary charges to prepare a technical scheme ( on Engineering and 
Architectural lines ) in connection with the renovation of the two 
ancient temples at Kumbhalgarh.” 


The Architect undertook the commission and stayed in U 


Н : daipur 
as State Guest for six months. Without charging his legitima 


te fees 
he suggested that His Highness the Maharana Bahadur of Mewar might 
kindly agree to be a Patron of his contemplated School. The Suggestion 


was accepted. 


The Prime Minister requested him to entertain, With hig inter. 
pretation of the Soul of the Art and Culture of Mewar, the enlightened 
graduates of the British Empire School sent by the Taperial Thstitute 
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of South Kensington, England, to study the historical monuments in 
India. State Ministers with officers also attended the function held 
in the Maharana Club, Udaipur. Mr. H.C.A. Gaunt, Director of the 
Tour, recorded his appreciation of it on February, 19, 1934. thus : 


“Mr. Chatterjee gave us a Lantern slide lecture last night which 
we much enjoyed. It was an honour to be addressed by one whom we 
believe to be. an expert in Indian Architecture and a pioneer in the 
field of Modern Indian Architecture.” 


At а meeting organised by the Indian Institute of Architeets, 
Bombay, under the chairmanship of Mr. Е. С. Henriques, President 
of the Institute, Professor Claude Batley, E.R.I.B.A., “spoke appre- 
ciatively of the address delivered by Mr. Chatterjee which they 
characterised as both instructive and inspiring and hoped that his 
mission would be crowned with success.” —U.P.I. 


The Sthapatya-Visarad addressed a big gathering of students, 
professors and scholars in the hall of the Bombay University under 
the presidentship of Hon’ble Mr. М. Y. Nurie, Minister of Education 
on September 28, 1939. Unjust criticisms were levelled at him by 
a group of students of the Bombay School of Art. The Hon’ble 
Minister rebuked the rowdy group. His penetrating speech, ultimately, 
inspired the editorial of the Bombay Chronicle of May 4, 1940, to 
emphasise the eloquent advocacy of the Hon'ble Minister and 
endorse the sound arguments of Sris Babu thus: “......... Architects 
who trample upon the ideals and traditions of the art of the country, 
ought to realise that art is a self-expression and not a servile imitation. 
Traditions should be the legitimate basis of the style of architecture 
in India. India should be independent culturally as well as politically. 
The protest raised by Mr. Chatterjee against the unhampered growth 
of modern achitecture should not be a ery in the wilderness. A 
country-wide movement, suggested by him, should be pioneered in 
order to rescue the traditional architecture from complete extinction. 
Provincial Governments and Municipalities have sufficient power to 
vindicate the architectural individuality of the country in their 
constructional works.” 


AU this refer Бога remark made by Architect Chatterjee in his 
Bombay University lecture. “It is a pity”, he remarked, “that far 
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from developing, to suit modern Indian- life and society, the Saas 
gr colour of the- classical traditional architecture ‘eet н 
the marvels of Karle, Badami, Virupaksha, Benea aie a 
and Ahmadabad, the present architects of this E set to 
had to import ultra-modern style of аа ctures along the 
characterise the miles long piles of newly built stru 

Back Bay and Marine Drive.” 


sir J. J. School of 
At last Professor C. Master pene ae ae E 
Art, Bombay, AE PaO TR HE honest sincerity of the 
Chronicle (18-8-45). da soa P: J. Marshall, who substantially 
broad-minded EE to compose a comprehensive scheme 
helped the Cipetir to anything existing in the Western world.” 
F a on abe his reply in the Chronicle of 3-10-45, 
Sri Chai 


г. Master alleged : “Mr. Sris Chatterjee is but an engineer, 

Mr. x nd qualified architect......... His lectures contain no 
hot a traine! i forcing himself upon... «the unwary public and 
substance........ Үү, was exposed and heckled to his great dismay and 
lay yeda «av was confronted with а volley of questions to which 
EN ыша. answers......... Captain Marshall and the Service 
He ped ie being in the same boat with Mr. S. Chatterjee are perhaps 
as plucking the plum of some lucrative jobs 
planning projects of India by their support of his scheme. 


in post-war 


Sri Chatterjee replied: Ancient Indian 


architects. had no 
training from the West... 


and abroad received 
and learned public 

Principal Havell, 
aman, Sri Subhas Bose, 
Laureate Editor of Asia 


this lectures in India 

iable encomimum from the responsible Press 
Үш iginal, educative and instructive........:Ave 
as EN Dr. S Radhakrishnan, Sir C. V. Ri 
В Sir John Sargent, R. J. Walsh, Nobel 


AW public” and A.P.L., UPL, 

un icle, Hindustan Times, Statesman and Modern Review, etc, “lay 
Pa eins the “Architecture” of U.S.A., “Municipal Engineering? of 
press Bulletin of the Roerich Museum, International Studio, Journal 
а arian Society of Engineers and Architects, etc., 


At times The Reuter reported well about his mission and 


Bombay 


“lay” papers ? 
activity... 
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A SCHOOL OF INDIAN ARCHITECTURE 


To revive “Ancient Glories” 


«А School of Indian Architecture is shortly to come into being 
in Calcutta, it is hoped, and already a draft scheme for its establish- 
ment has been prepared and submitted to the authorities. 


The idea has met with warm support and messages of 
sympathy and encouragement have been received, welcoming the 
suggestion to found it, from the Viceroy, the Secretary of State for 
India and måny prominent Indians. 


The sponsor of the scheme, Mr. Sris Chandra Chatterjee, å 
distinguished Indian Architect, told Reuter that one of the main 
objects of the School will be to “save future civic edifices from the 
present glaring anomaly of foreign or mixed motifs, and to revive in 
some measure the ancient glories of Indian architecture.” 


Mr. Chatterjee pointed out that for centuries architecture has 
been one of the foremost arts cultivated in India. 


Excavations had been made at sites going back to a period 
contemporaneous with ancient Chaldea and Egypt, while the famous 
ruins at Mohen-jo-daro and Harappa carried back the Indian 
architectural tradition to 3000 B.C. 


Following the comparatively recent invasion of India by 
European influences, however, Indian architecture had lost much of 


its purity of style. 


“Tt is my ambition” said Mr. Chatterjee, “to revive and develop 
Indian architecture, and the institution Tam organising in Caleutta 
will be devoted to that object.” Reuter. 


WELL-KNOWN CALCUTTA ARCHITECT 
To Design Hindu University Temple 


[ The following Reuter telegram appeared in the London papers 
of July 18, 1935, and will be, we are sure, read with interest by our 
readers to whom the distinguished Caleutta Architect, Mr. Sris Chandra 
Chatterjee’s work and achievements are so well-known— Editor, The’ 
Calcutta Municipal Gazette, 17th August, 1935 | " 
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INDIA’S HIGHEST: TEMPLE 


£ 150,000 Building For Banaras 
No "Pseudo-Hindu Influence 


» higher than the famous 
istoric Tanjore Temple in South India, is to be 


» the focal point of the Hindu Faith and reputedly 


The Temple, which is to be built in the grounds of the Hindu 
University at Banaras, i 


will be dedicated to the God Siva. Tt will be 
220 feet in height—fay loftier than any other temple in India, 


A distinguished Indian Architect, Mr. Srig Cnandra Chatterjee, 


own for his affortg to revive the Pure form of ancient Indian 


Architecture, has been entrusted the design, 


Mr. Chatterjee told Reuter, HF 
å indulged in by а сег 


tain section of Indian Ar 
excluded.” 


Sky-seraper 
highest buildings in the 


» and give his 


Tt is learnt that the temple і 
of Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya 
who wishes it to be expressi 


The estimated cost is £ 150,000, 


Не was never exposed and heckled by 
enlightened Masses ехсе 


The Education Minister 
Bombay University Fi 
and exposed their 


“unwary public? and 
pt few Students of Bombay School of Art. 
: M. Y. Nurie who presided the 
eld Club Meeting hammered on their Tera Ey 
antinationa] рову: “You must be ashamed’ 


ould be the 
Sked such absurd questions as “what Dock ae 
å town on your lines ?? Such insane u 4 А 


ter) 


possible of any throughtful student of town planning.........Captain 
Marshall and the Service Architects did not covet jobs in India. 
Before joining Indian Army P. J. Marshall was the outstanding planner 
for the most successfull Reconstruction of (Conventry. After the 
30 years old Royal Engineer Marshall returned as a Major to England 
from India he was employed as the Assistant Senior Planning Officer 
in charge of the Reconstruction Areas in London. He was elected a 
Member of the Board of Architectural Education and also made a 
Research Officer.........I6 was circulated by Bombay Press that the 
students of Sir J. J. School of Art had rebelled against the autocratic 
administration of the School that enforced on them the study and 
practice of Western commercial arts...... Judicial enquiry was demanded 
by some citizens. Some of the students came in person to Sri 
Chatterjee and enquired when his School would function so that they 


could join the same......... As Sri Chatterjee addressed the Engineering 
college students in Poona one lady student, named Usha Desai, told 
him that after finishing the Poona course in Civil Engineering, she 
would join Calcutta University School to qualify herself as an Indian 
architect.........In preparing the Calcutta University courses and 
syllabuses, those of Sir J. J. School of Art were thoroughly carefully 
examined and were found that the same would do much harm to the 
cause of judicious development of Indian architectural arts, crafts and 
industry. 


Sri J. J. School of Art was started not with the object of 
resuscitating, regenerating and judiciously developing Indian traditional 
architecture but for manufacturing draftsmen and junior construc- 
tional personnel to assist the British architects who came to India to 
conduct their business concerns and could not possibly bring their 
technical assistants from England. Gradually that School of Art was 
consolidated and affiliated to the Royal Institute of British Architects 
to function as its Indian branch. The Indian Institute of Architects, 
controlled by British Architects, was formed in Bombay to serve the 
purpose of the R.I.B.A. 


The some Professor O. Master, innocent of India’s architectural 
traditions and constructional techniques, knowledges of which are not 
essential for a F.R.I.B.A., was elected as Chairman of the Sub- 
Committee for Edueation in Architecture and Regional planning, 
Ministry of Education, Government of Indian Union. He opposed all 
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attempts of Sris Babuin the Board meetings at New Delhi and with 
the ready support of the majority of the Members ignorant of Indian 
architecture frustrated the same. In conformity with modern advanced 
science and economic principles, and to meet the demands of present 
Tndian life, the need for a synthesis of Western rudiments with the best 
profitable elements of Indian Architecture and Regional planning, 
particularly the socio-economico-spiritual planning of Pataliputra 
that yielded for successive centuries unbounded plenty, proverbial 
prosperty, sound physical-cum-moral health and longivity coupled 
with creative faculty and untiring business activity of our religious- 
minded ancestors, was never discussed in the meetings. The arguments 
raised by Sri Chatterjee in that connection were ignored. Ошу 
Occidental Architectural principles and Industrial-Commercial planning 
were considered primary factors for discussion. 


Tn this context may be recalled an incident : At the invitation 
of the Vice-Chancellor, Dr. С. Р. Ramaswami Aiyer, 
planned one Senate House building, a Stadium, eto., 
built for the В. Н. University and prepared P, A. estim 
constructions for which he had to remain tl 


Sri Chatterjee 
proposed to be 
ates for their 
пеге as University guest 
the Vice-Chancellor and 


Both were thoroughly satisfied with his work. 
His pencil-plans were traced and half a doze 


taken by the Registrar together with the ty 
elaborate notes explaining the traits and 
what became the fate of the same 
Soon after that Dr, Aiyar resigned. 


for two months, in close consultation with 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor, 


n of blue-prints of each were 
ped-copies of the architect’s 
ideals of the designs. But 
Was not intimated to the architect, 


Sri Chatterjee surmised that perhaps that secret party domina- 
ted by British Architects which had foiled his attempts at New Delhi 
was also responsible for the catastrophe in Banaras just 
baffled the noble efforts of Dr. R 
and Dr. Р. №. Banerjee. 


as it had 
adhakrishnan, Dr, Ramaswatni Aiyar 


Nevertheless his epic imagination is vividly reflected on the 
forms of the Neo-Gupta architecture of the House of Fine Arts, 
the New Visvanatha Temple and the few structures recently 
erected by the University which remind the architectural com- 
positions and forms of his Lakshmi Nar 


ayan Temple and the 
Hindu Mahasabha Bhavan prev 


ionsly built in New Delhi. His 


чь 
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experimental School effected the striking renovation of the Golden 
Temple of Siva-Visvanatha in the ancient city of Baranasi which had 
been defiled by non-Hindu architectural motifs and bathroom tiles. 
He designed the Pandit Motilal Nehru Memorial with the form of Sun's 
Chariot that was published by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru in the Leader 
of Allahabad. 


“At a distinguished meeting held in the hall of the Bombay 
Municipality” reported the Bombay Chronicle, dated November 19, 
1945, “under the Chairmanship of Mr. Nagindas T. Master. President 
of B.P.C.C. and lately Mayor of Bombay, in which Mr Sris Chandra 
Chatterjee, Master of Architecture, advocated the claims of Indian 
Architecture and explained a scheme for an Academy of Indian Art 
and Architecture, drafted by himself and supported by other experts, 
it was resolved that an Indian Academy with branches all over India, 
to enable judicious developments of Indian classical arts, should early 
be organised in Bombay. A Committee (provisional) was elected 
for the purpose with Mr. Nagindas T. Master as its Chairman and 


Mr. Sris Chatterjee and Mr. V. К. Talvalkar, lately Chief Engineer 


and State Architect of Baroda, as Joint Secretaries.” The scheme 
was supported by several eminent persons including high ranking 
officials such as Sir М. Visvesvaraya, Dr. Sir J. C. Ghosh, the Deputy 
Chief Engineer of Bombay P.W.D. and the Т.С.5. Commissioner of 
Bombay and was published entirely in the Bombay Chronicle. 


Two meetings on “Town Planning” and “Occident and Orient : 
Architecture and Culture” were organised by the Institution of 
Engineers (India) and the National Council of Women (India) 


under the presidentships of Sri N. V. Modak, C.I.E., Chairman of the 


Institution and Lady Taraben Manecklal Premchand, Chairman of 
the Council, in which Sri Chatterjee was the principal speaker. The 
National Council of Women met in the Nepean Sea Road residence 
of Dr. Sir John Mathai, in his presence. Lady Mathai, Hony. 
Secretary, entertained the enlightened women members of the Council 
including Mrs. Hansa Mehta, presently Vice-Chancellor of Gujrat 
University, with nice refreshments. 


Sri S. K. Patil, then local Congress Secretary and now Minister 
of Railways presided a special meeting of the Bombay Municipal 
Congress Cammittee, concerned with Indian Architecture, in the Jinnah 
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Hall and introduced Sti Chatterjee as a true Indian Architect devoted 
to inter-social welfare. His spontaneous continuous help to architect 
Chatterjee coupled with that of Sri H. V. Kamath Ex-I.C.S., 
Secretary of the Indian Congress National Planning Committee, now 
М.Р. and of Sri М. D. Bhat, LOS, lately Chief Secretary to the 
Government of Bombay who were faithfull colleagues of Sri Subhass 


Chandra Bosè while in England, enabled the all-round success of his 
National moyement in Bombay. 


Sri Chatterjee inspired us continuously for half a century 
towards resuscitation of ancient Indian architecture as the fundamental 
necessity for re-$haping our planning of Humanity consistently with 
the outlook of Vedantic life. He was a trusted collaborator of 
Sri Subhas Chandra Bose who made him a Member of the Indian 
Congress National Planning Committee of which he was the first 
Founder-Chairman. Ніз two prominent comrades were Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Sir М. Visvesvaraya. 


Srimati Sophia Wadia was not silent. 


She published one long 
illuminating article, brilliant as a Vedic lore, g 


lorifying the attributes 


ggesting how the same 
should be synthesised in creating a New world of everlasting poace and 


bliss through the efforts of Sri Chatterjee. She drew the 
Attention of the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Bombay, Sri В.С. Kher, 
on his patriotic activity and spoke to others also, 


After Sris Babu finished his 


Extension Lecture arranged by 
Nagpur University, under the 


Chairmanship of its Vice-Chancellor, 
Sri Т. №. Kedar, about the middle of October 1939, the Chief Minister 


Pandit Ravi Sankar Sukla requested him to prepare one scheme for 
a Nagpur University School of Indian Architecture, His request 
was complied. То enable regional developments of Mahakosala arts 
and architecture, the Nagpur Scheme was modified from the one 
previously prepared by him for the renaissance of Imperial Gupta 
Architecture and submitted to Dr. Sachchidanand Singh, Vice- 
Chancellor, Patna University, as desired by the then In 
Congress President Dr. Rajendra Prasadji himself, Th 
Nagpur published the sch 
of Sri Chatterjee, 


dian National 
е ‘Hitavad’ of 
eme and issued an editorial on the mission 
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Thereafter the Hon’ble Chief Minister took Sri Chatterjee to 
Tripuri to help the decoration of the pandal, then under construction, for 
the annual session of the Indian National Congress. The architect 
had to give a lantern lecture in the Town Hall of Jubbulpore under the 
Chairmanship of Hon’ble Sri D. P. Misra, Minister of Education, 
presently Chief Minister of Central Provinces. Subsequently Seth 
Govind Dasji prepared in Indian style one attractive drawing 
for a National Hall in Jubbulpore and gave it to Sri Chatterjee 
in New Delhi for examination. Chatterjee suggested that the spirit of 
the design might be infused with stern military virtue of Medieval 
Mahakosala architecture as is,traceable in the crumbling Siva temple of 
Bhumra and in the austere Sakti temple ( Chaushatti Yogini ) of 
Bheraghat in Jubbulpore district both being developed from Gupta 
architecture. The Archaeological Department of India has published a 


valuable monograph entitled “The Siva Temple of Bhumra” written by 


R. D. Banerjee of Mohen-jo-Daro fame. 


In response to a telegram from Sri Subhas Chandra Bose, who 
was then taking rest at Wardha to recoup his shattered health after 
being re-elected at Tripuri as the President of the Indian National 
Congress, the architect went to Wardha Asram and discussed with 
him the progress of the contemplated Eastern World Exhibition of 
Indian and Indonesian architectural arts proposed to be held in the 
Senate Hall, Calcutta, simultaneously with the Conference of the 
Р. Е.М. at Mysore in 1940. One Executive Committee with Dr. 
Rabindra Nath Tagore as Chairman, Dr. §. Radhakrishnan as Vice- 
Chairman and Sris Chandra Chatterjee as Organising Secretary was 
constituted by Rashtrapati Bose himself at a discussion meeting, 
held in his Elgin Road residence, with Dr. Syamaprasad Mookherjee, 
Dr. 8. Radhakrishnan, Dr. Kalidas Nag and Mr. Percy Brown. 
Dr. Tagore, permanent President of the Indian P.E.N., agreed to 
be the Chairman of the Committee. Only some little preliminaries 
had been done on its account before the Second World War broke out 
to dispel the idea of the Exhibition. 


The Sthapatya-Visarad rendered honorary service to the cause 
of Ayurveda in surveying a large undulating area at the foot of the 
famous hill-fort of the immortal Maharani Lakshmibye of Jhansi and 
planning and estimating one Ashtanga Ayurvedic University, to 


ment there. 


His years-long agitation influenced the formation of the 
“National Cultural Trust” in Bombay and, thereafter, the “All India 


under the present Ministry of Education, New Delhi. Both came 
into being many months after Chatterjee’s scheme and plan were sent 


Ruling Princes of Orissa, Central Provinces and Assam, decided to 
establish one “Academy of Indian Architecture” for the purpose of 


planning and constructing the contemplated Capital city of the Union 


at Greater Sambalpur with Sri Chatterjee as its planner-architect, as 


well as for directing the Post War Building Projects of the States. The 
Secretary of the Union, Maharaja Sir R. N. Singh Deo, K.C.I.B. of Patna 
State, under the advice of his enlightened father Maharaja A, P, Singh 
Deo, popular Ruler of Seraikella State and Chairman of the B. 8, 
Union, took very keen interest to organise the said Academy and 
actually commenced the building of a new Palace, College and Museum, 


eto., in Indian styles, onstruction, the works had 
to be stopped soon after the States were merged into the Indian 
Republic. Two cheques amounting to Rs, 20,000/- issued to architect 
Chatterjee by the Maharajas of Patna and Kalahandi аз part 
payments for designing the Rajendra Narayan College and 
Pratapkesari Museum, were offered by him to Dr, 
Vice-Chancellor, as the first inst, 
respect of the Proposed School of Architecture, Dr. 
accept the offer, He, however, invited certai 
Chairman of the E, 8. Union to 
Calcutta University for discussion, 
princes expressed their eagerness to 
established, in every possible way, 


aid two princes 
ning palace and few 


and Keonjhar, etc., few weeks before the merger was 
public, still remain unpaid. He expected that the Goyer, 


tae 
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and Orissa would pay his dues. Painful disappointment not only put 
an abrupt end to the professional activity of the poor aged architect 
but also shattered his hope for establishment of the University School. 


The 1.0.8. Chief Minister of Patna State, in his No. О. M. 449/F, 
Balangir, dated 26-2-1945, asked the Sthapatya-Visarad what amount 
of fees would be charged by him if he was “appointed as the Town 
Planning Consultant of Patna State.” The architect replied that 
he would not accept any service in respect of replanning the State 
but should continue his independent profession of designing its new 
buildings which would not hinder his activity for the cause of the 
School. 


It may be mentioned here that during the first period of his 
professional life, Sri Chatterjee was invited to deliver a lantern-slide- 
lecture before the delegates to the Parliament of Religion held in the 
Town Hall, Calcutta, in connection with the Centenary Celebration 
of Sri Sri Ramkrishna Paramhansa. Styled as “Architecture and 
Religion” the lecture was incorporated in the Vol І designated as 
©The Religions of the world” edited by Sir Dr. B. N. Seal and 
published by the R. К. Institute of Culture. 


Since then Chatterjee addressed and presided a number of 
lectures organised by the R. K. Institute. About 15 years ago Swami 
Nityaswarupananda Maharaj, Secretary of the Institute, personally 
asked him if he would design and estimate the large edifice for the 
Institute proposed to be built at the Gol Park of South Calcutta, and 
should he agree, what would be his fees. Thanking the Swamiji, Sri 
Chatterjee regretted his imability to do so as his modest drawing 
establishment had been closed for ever since the Eastern States had 
ceased to exist. And even if it then remained intact he would take a 
long time to prepare drawings, estimates and bills of quantities. 


And it may also be stated here, that Sir Cowasji Jehangir, 
KOLE., MLA. after presiding his lantern-lecture at New 
Delhi—when he was there in connection with the construction of 
the Lakshmi Narayan Temple, the Hindu Mahasabha Bhavan and 
adjoining structures—requested him to design facades of one proposed 
Annexe of his Ready Money Mansion in Bombay and explained to 
him the nature of the project. From Bombay, after some weeks, 


Г 28 ] 


Sir Cowasji posted one set of line- 
with a request to submit the drawi 


also unable to comply with the ki 
Pant to design a structure for В. 
of Banaras Hindu University, 
laid on 5-2-1938 by Dr. Bhagavandas. 


The Indian University Commission led by Dr. 8. Radhakrishnan 
recommended education of Indian students on truly Indian lines, 
as far as possible and desirable, so that the products of the Universities 
should be the outcome of Indian genius befitting India’s spiritual 
aspirations. The unfavourable result of the recommend 
the national-minded public. The Calcutta University sel 
School was similarly ignored by the Government Board 
Studies in Architecture and Regional Planning. 
consisted members most of whom had been 
practising occidental archit 


ation pained 
heme for the 
of Technical 
That All-India Board 


professional architects 
ectural composition, 


-opted by the Board as its Member 
tried his best to Persuade 
scheme sympathetically 

50 that the School might 

uling Princes were ready 


The Prime Minister „Е, 
Chatterjee : “I am glad t! 
has been able to give to yi 
Е I am sure it will ¢ 


Teate a real interest in and 
а true national school of 


Indian Architecture,” 


House exhibition, told Sri Chatterj 
that the Nizam’s Government would, in right time, 
lakh to the proposed University School of Indian are 


Position to state 
donate Tupees one 
hitecture, 
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Sri Chatterjee was unaware if auy important establishment 
then existed in India, except some solitary ‘Sthapatis’ (architects) 
and minor organisations, that erected structures with traditional 
forms. So he was unable to organise a strong Guild (Union) which, 
in customary way, would approach the Government for recognition 
and patronage for enlargement of its size, scope and activity. Such 
Union was not possible—because of a large section of the Indian 
national leaders, many being ignorant of, and many more apathetic 
to, the national value of Iudian architecture and of the great legacy 
imposed on them, not to speak of the general masses neglected 
by the Government Board of Education. So he was impelled 
to stick to the course he had adopted which was to intensify an All- 
India agitation for rescuing the Proud Heritage of our ancestral 
Architecture from threatened extinction. His individual appeal should 
therefore, he suggested, be considered as that of a Minority Community. 


He issued his personal appeal to the Board in the form of a 
pamphlet, printed by Calcutta University, which stated: “As 
the architectural education in modern India has been captured 
by the Majority Community of architects trained in Western 
School of thoughts, and the All-India Board of Technical Studies 
in Architecture and Regional Planning is being controlled 
by it, the claims of the proposed school may be sympathetically 
considered as if of those of a Minority Community. As Ayurvedic 
and Unani methods of medical education have been separated from 
those of allopathy, and are being managed by a separate Board, 
similarly, traditional methods of Indian architectural education 
and construction should be separated and managed by a separate Board 
of experts thoroughly conversant, of course, with the various aspects 
of India’s Art and Culture, having at the same time a good knowledge 
of Western methods of architectural education and construction.” 
A judicious synthesis is needed. 


In all examination papers concerning the theoretical and applied 
aspects of architectural and allied subjects, both Lectures and Studio 
works, the University Scheme strictly specifies that “Tndian Architecture 
is to be treated as the principal problem for study and two-thirds 
of the marks are to be allocated accordingly.” 


Calcutta University has published Four valuable books on Indian 
Architecture and Community Planning written by the Sthapatya- 


is almost eneyclopedic and is based on his 
It covers 5000 years of Indian 
religion, fine arts, engineering, 
economy, social planning, Science and industry, administration, State 
Craft, etc., and expounds the wonderful all round achievements of 
ancient and medieval India in all Stages of Indian Life and Living, 


Civilisation—India’s history, philosophy, 


SOCIO-ECONOMIC NATIONAL PLANNING 


Without waiting for the anticipated School to sponsor plans 
for Indian Regional Development, Sri Ch 


atterjee himself prepared 
skeleton yet explanatory 


plans, designs and diagrams for one Model 
Village for 750 People and one Model Township for 6000 people, 
developed from Indian {г With the generous patronage 
and whole-hearted co-operation of Sri Narendra Singh 
Promised to donate Rs. 10000/- to the 5 
June, 1950, one Pictorial 
Planning at his “Singhi Р, 


aditional ones, 


Singhi, who 


chool, he demonstrated in 


Exhibition of regional Socio-economic 


i to open the exhibition in the presence of a very 
distinguished gathering. 


Inspired by that exhibition the Editor of the 
Standard” Suggested to the Governmen 
Chatterjee’s Schemes 


"Hindusthan 


t of West Bengal to have 
and plans implemente 
experiment, And if found Successful, to 


modifications, if at all Necessary, j 
Tegions of West Bengal. The 
the attractive Perspective of th 
elaborate notes and comment, 


At the invitati 
Ajit Prasad Jain, Се 
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Architect Chatterjee had to work single-handed for months 
to prepare approximate estimates for the construction of various 
structures and reads and for providing sanitary arrangements, etc., 
which, overall, amounted to about one crore of rupees. The prepara- 
tion cost of the plans, estimates, etc., entailed upon his slender personal 
purse. The exhibited models, drawings and plans were gradually 
prepared in twentyfive years by his successive assistants. 


Being invited by the Indian-art loving learned Professor Subodh 
Kumar Ghose, Secretary of the Bihar Engineering College Silver 
Jubilee Celebration Committee, Chatterjee repeated his planning 
exhibition at Bankipur. Тһе unique success of the display in inspiring 
and educating the masses in respect of their traditional architecture 


was aptly publicised by the P.T.I. 


Thereafter, in January 1951, the plans, drawings, etc., with 
more elaborate details, were exhibited for the third time by Sri 
N. ©. Chunder at his residence in Central Calcutta. Thera were 
important additions including one Neo-Indian Agro-Tndustrial Feeder 
Village and one Neo-Indian Satellite Garden Township bounded by 
farm lands, horticultural gardens, manure pits, dairy, poultry, pisicul- 
ture, cottage industry and the like, controlled by private Corporate 


organisation. 


Mr. Chunder was the Chairman of the Reception Committee 
and the Hon’ble Sri С. С. Biswas, Law Minister, Government of India, 
was the Chairman of the Conference, National Professor Dr. Satyendra 
Nath Bose inaugurated the Exhibition. Sri Chatterjee had to direct 
the Exhibition and the Conference with Symposiums. The message 
of Dr. Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan stated “... Ata time when plans 
for reconstruction, building of new towns, etc., are being seriously 
considered, it is essential that sound ideas should be formulated on 
these problems. I hope very much that workers like Sris Chatterjee 
who has worked for years on these problems will be encouraged.” 


Tn inaugurating the Exhibition Prof. Bose remarked : 


= Through the thoughtfully contrived drawings and 


photographs of numerous structures executed by Chatterjee's 
as shown 


experimenta] School of Indian Architecture and Crafts he hi 
convincingly that without losing апу of the advantages of planning 
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аз advocated by Western method, we can give to the whole structure 
an Indian aspect harmonious with Indian culture, thereby preserving 
the continuity with history. All plans for future reconstruction should 
take note of Mr. Chatterjee’s suggestions. 


Ж. The starting of Eastern Higher Technical Institute at 
Hijli, however, again raises hope in our mind that it may perhaps 
be possible to incorporate Mr. Chatterjee’s idea in any course of 
Architecture and Planning, the Institure may have in contemplation.” 


Note by Dr. Bamandas Mukherjee, President of the 
Symposium on National Health : 


«Just before commencing our symposium we å group of 
physicians and surgeons had the privilege to study the splendid 
exhibition suggesting planning our future community life. Each 
group of exhibits seemed to us a rational methodical co-ordination, 
on co-operative basis with democratic outlook, of various items of 
human thought and activity that could stimulate and foster healthy, 
progressively prosperous, corporate life of peoples dwelling therein 
under the shelter of clean, sanitary, artistic, rural-cum-urban 
environments very sympathetic to bring about Indian cultural 
renaissance in the truest sense of the term...... 22 


Note by Dr. Kalidas Nag, President of the Symposium 
on National Literature and Art : 


а Today Bengal, alas lives like а wasteland of Humanity- 
uprooted. But, if we join our hands and shoulders together and 
work according to the excellent and practical plan developed in 
details by our colleague Sthapatya-Visarad Sris Chandra Chatterjee, 
Bengal will rise soon above her present state of despair and 
frustration,........ F 


As advised by Hon’ble Sri Biswas a strong Standing Committee 
was formed with Dr. R. Abmed, Hon’ble Minister for Co-operation 
and Rehabilitation, West Bengal, as Chairman. The Committee 
consisted 10 Members including a retired Chief Engineer and Secretary 
of the Government of India, one ex-Principal of Calcutta Medical 


[ 33 1 


College, опе Ezonomist of international recognition, one ex-Chairman 
of Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, one eminent Educationist 
and one distinguished Critic of Indian Art. After some very slight 
modification they endorsed the Schemes and Plans prepared by Sris 
Babu. Thereafter, as instructed by Hon’ble Dr. S. Р. Mookherjee, 
the complete set was sent to Hon’ble Sri Jain at New Delhi for favour 
of necessary action. The Government remained silent in the matter. 


Of course the Government has arranged for imparting education 
in Indian architecture under four important engineering colleges. And 
the re-organised Bombay School of Art has at long last been helping the 
growth of a good Neo-Indian form of Architecture. The Lucknow 
School of Art and the Visyabharati, are also striving for the same. 


But one big-scale, full-fledged, independent School co-ordinated 
with and supported by Institutes, as suggested above, is a crying 
need of Free India. Mere academic courses and discourses devoid 
of practical trainings through actual constructions of Indian-style 
structures required by the States, Municipal Corporations and Union 
Boards shall never succeed, if one may say so, in rescuing and 
regenerating the proud heritage of India’s pristine architecture from 
the onrush of the 95 per cent structures now being built in India, i in 
Ultra-Modern or hyrid styles, multi-millions in number. 


While I was working as Executive Engineer, ©.P.W.D. and 
posted in the Indore Residency in 1944, I was in close touch in my 
capacity as Consulting Engineer with most of the 33 Indian Native 
States including Jaipur, Jodhpur, Bikaner, Bhopal, Gwallior, Indore, 
Datia, Devas, etc. and I had plenty opportunities of visiting and 
studying as ап. Architect devoted to Indian Architecture, numerous 
palaces and civil and military buildings existing in the large area under 
my jurisdiction, I had similar opportunities of visiting and studying 
hundreds of historical and archeological monuments existing in Ambar, 
Taragarh, Chitoregarh, Sanchi, Khajuraho, Bhopal, Gwallior, Ujjain, 
Indore, Mandu and Jubbulpore, etc. I had to accompany Khan Bahadur 
Md. Suleman I.S.E. (Chief Engineer, C.P.W.D.) and Rai Bahadur 
М. Š. Mathur, LS.E. ( Superintending Engineer, C.P.W.D.) during 
their annual tour in tne extensive area from Bombay border to Agra 
via Indore and Bhopal. During my daily inspections covering 100 to 
120 miles each day in the interior, I surveyed and examined archæo» 
logical marvels of Devagarh, Bharut, ete. 


{ 34 ] 


With Sir Hari Sankar Paul Kt., I travelled the length and 
breadth of this subcontinent and studied the archæological master- 
pieces of South India, Ajanta, Ellora, Devagiri, Dilwara, Rajagriha, 
Sarnath, Buddhagaya, Nalanda, Paharpur, Gaur, Vishnupur, Tamralipta 
(Tamluk), Orissa, etc. At his instance I designed and built shrines 
and structures in Indian styles. 


In the course of my travels I found distinct traces or remains 
of ancient and medicval Indian towns and settlements and I visioned 
ancient India resplendent with fortresses, palaces, edifices, temples, 
monasteries, caves and lovely gardens of the kings and noblemen. 


The eternal messages of Ajanta and Ellora, Elephanta and 
Badami, Madura and Dilwara, Baranasi and Vijaynagar, Nalanda and 
Konarak, Fatehpur Sikri and the Tajmahal excited my imagination and 


enchanted my soul. And they revealed to me the intrinsic value of 
Indian civilization. 


But what made the deepest impression on my happiest dream 
was а multicoloured, evermoving, Kaleidoscope of the well-organised 
and progressive, yet artistic and spiritual, life of the vedantic people 
who settled in the Aryavarta and Brahmavarta the cradle of Human 
civilization. The halo of the distant grandeur of the hoary Himalayan 
forest aroused in me the irresistible urge to lift myself upto the 
ennobled life of the Vedic Brahman. It made me realise the supreme 
spiritual atmosphere and mystic charm that generated and stimulated 


for millenniums the Humanistic aspirations of Hindusthan which first 
proclaimed Man in Universe and Universe in Man. 


It was Asoka who effected the first historic national-cum-inter- 
national development of pre-historic Indian arts with a congenial 
synthesis of the fine arts of the orient and tha oceident. Real 
Renaissance, so to say, in traditional architectural arts of the 
Hindusthan was brought about by the great national upheaval of the 
epioal arts and culture in Gupta and Pala ages. Medieval India 
consolidated the creative activities and cultural enterprises of the 
Guptas. The rise of the grand Indo-Moslem 
Medieval India was phenomenal indeed. 
Indian arts. 


architecture in Post. 
It gave a new impetus to 


Next appeared romantic structures of delightful confusion In 
Northern India, Rajasthan, Central Provinces and elsewhere. I noted 


sr 
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achievements of some creative architects responsible for the construc: 
tion of Hawa Mahal in Jaipur, the new Umed Bhavan Palace in 
Jodhpur, Lalgarh Palace and Legislative House in Bikaner, Mayo 
College in Ajmere, the new immence mosque in Bhopal, the Ahalyabaye 
Palace with temples overlooking the torrential river-Narmada and the 
Sindhia Palaco in the cantonment area of Ujjain. Those were among 
the many I came across. 


In this booklet I am compelled to confine my analysis concerning 
only a few structures erected in recent times which, if I can say so, 
herald the dawn of another Renaissance in modern India, They are 
the Ramkrishna Memorial Temple in Belur, the Residence No. 13 
Ratan Babu Road, Cossipore, the new ‘Uttarayana’ and ‘Sinhasadana’ in 
Santiniketan. 


Imposing edifices and momorial structures were erected in 
ancient and medieval India, inspirited with religious fervour and 
spiritual appeal. In remote Brahmanic age one unpretentious stone 
column was installed in a prominent place to serve as a fitting memorial 
to perpetuate the religious conquest of a “Cakravartin” i.e, a world- 
ruler, Asokan inscriptions testify that such Brahmanic columns were 
later utilized by Asoka for propagating Buddhistic doctrines. The 
bell-shaped capitals that dominated the Sarnath and Sanchi pillars 
of enormous strength and enchanting grace, which Asoka consecrated, 
were surmounted by two groups of four lions, standing back to back, 
each of the two supporting a large Wheel of Law (Dharma Cakra) as 
ordained by the Buddha. The Sarnath column symbolizes the cosmio 
axis which conjoins heaven and earth. The domination of the world 
by Asoka, through Religion, was thus commemorated with the 
ceremonial installations of the columns. The Gupta emperor Samudra- 
gupta installed ‘Garuda-column’ to perpetuate his religious conquest. 


The triumph of Raja Rammohan Roy, the eminent scholar and 
social-reformer, was perpetuated by one memorial shrine built over the 
spot where his last rites were performed in Bristol (England). It is but 
the faithful reproduction of one orthodox Vishnu temple. The memorial 
for Pandit Motilal Nehru was so designed as to represent the Sun's 
Chariot (Surya-Ratha) driven by seven horses reminiscent of the 
‘Jagamohana’ (Assembly Hall) of the temple of the Sun God in Konarak, 
Orissa. The first design of the Desabandhu Chittaranjan Das memorial 
symbolized the Union of Vishnu and Siva, Tt wus crowned by а 
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“Lingam” of dynamic strength surmounted by a ‘Cakra’ (disc of 
Vishnu). The accepted design for commemorating Sir Asutosh 
Mookherjee suggested the modern development of a Brahmanic Stupa. 
It was covered by a ‘Rajchhatra’ (Royal umbrella). The Siva temple 
recently built as Soorajmal Nagarmal Jalan Memorial at Ratangar in 
Bikaner is obviously original and unique of its kind, the entire ‘Vimana’ 
(spire) looking like a lofty Sivalingam conspicuous from a distance, 


The drawings and structures mentioned above suggest an 
approaching Renaissance suitable to the present age.  Chatterjee’s 
School designed memorial structures for the rational development of our 
ancestral classical architecture with spiritual impress, 


The sky-high Roerich Museum in New York is an outcome of 
of the alliance of the two epoch-making artist-philosophers— 
Nicholas Roerich and Dr, Harvey Wiley Corbett. Its outstandiug form 
recalls the famous Brihadisvara Temple of Tanjore. And it suits tho 
social needs and cultural aspiration of the Scientific American, Those 
who consider that it is impossible to dignify and beautify a lofty building 
with Indian form and feature should take a note of it, Beautiful 


sky-scraping churches and mosques have been built in U.S.S.R. and 
elsewhere with Indian feel, 


Thanks to Dr. Sir A, L. Mudaliar, Vice-Chancellor of Madras 


University, who just instituted a Course of Stuty (B.A.) on Oriental 
Culture. The wise Vice-Chancellor may ki 


suggestion for the establishment of one 
Architectural arts and crafts under the a 


may enable his new Course of study as well as his Engineering College 
for architectural education, both theoretical and practical, to be 
effectively useful and faithful to serve the desired purpose. 


ndly consider my humble 
allied Institute of Indian 
egis of his University which 


Dr. Sir A, Ramaswami Mudaliar K.GLE., 
Madras Corporation—later on Commerce Member, Government of 
India and Chairman of the UNESCO—as well as the Hon’ble Justice 
V. V. Srinivasa Iyengar of Madras High Court, endorsed the Suggestions 
of Sri Chatterjee when they presided his lectures at Madras. At that 
time Chatterjee was staying in the city as a guest of Sri S. Srinivas 
Iyengar, President of the Indian National Congress, in the course of 
his study tour in South India. Afterwards he had to design tha 


as President of 


Ай 
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facades of the Hindusthan Co-operative Insurance Society's Office 
building in Madras which was built in genuine Indian style of architec- 
ture. The Nobel Laureate Sir C. V. Raman did much on account of his 
mission, 


After Chatterjee’s lecture on “The Renaissance of Indian 
Architecture” held under the Rotary Club, Calcutta, Sir Alfred Watson, 
Chairman of the Rotary, wrote an editorial in his Statesman 
condemning the patriotic spirit underlying the lecturers state- 
ment. The Associated Press of India publicised the entire 
lecture through Indian news-papers. Sir C. V. Raman issued 
a thought-provoking rejoinder to the false mischievous state- 
ment of Sir Alfred Watson. It was reproduced in important dailies, 
weeklies and monthlies, with editorial comments. Sri Tusharkanti 
Ghose challenged the statement of Sir Alfred through his penetrating 
editorial in the Amrita Bazar Patrika. 


Thereafter Professor Raman presided one meeting organised 
by ‘the Association of Engineers, Bengal, in which Chatterjee read 
a comprehensive constructive scheme for resuscitating Indian arts and 
industries. It was recommended by the president, 


His worthy consort, Lady Raman, arranged one lantern lecture 
of the architect in the hall of the Indian Association for the Cultivation 
of Science, in which many enlightened ladies and lady-teachers were 
invited. She presided it herself and kept the audience spellbound 
by her eloquent, illuminating, speech in chaste, fluent, Bengali that 
expounded the mystery of the Madura Temple. In а suburb not far 
from the temple, she remarked, she was born and brought up. 


When Sri Chatterjee left for New York to conduct his 
exhibitions and lectures Professor Raman gave him the following 
INTRODUCTION : 


“At a lonely spot on the sea-coast south of Madras, the surf 
beats upon the ruins of an ancient South Indian Temple. Sitting 
on its gate-stone and gazing out on the never-ending turmoil of 
waters, one may fitly ruminate on India’s great past and her present 
state. Dotting the country around and defying the ravages of time 
stand the magnificent monolithic temples and inimitable rock-carvings 
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of Mahabalipuram. The dullest mind cannot fail to be stirred by the 
sight of such ancient architectural and artistic remains, 


But it needs an unusually vigorous mind to retain the inspiration 
received from them and to develop a distinctive School of Architecture 
which seeks to continue the glorious traditions of the past and to 
translate and adapt them to modern needs, 


Mr, Sris Chandra Chatterjee is the pioneer in this field and 


is surely carving for himself а niche in the temple of fame of Indian 
Renaissance, 


His visit to America should serve to spread an understanding 
and appreciation of Indian Culture and of Indian Nationalism in 


more constructive aspects. I feel sure that Mr. Chatterjee will receive 
the warm welcome he merits, 


The following is an extract from the comment of Dr. Harvey 
Wiley Corbett, Departmental Editor for Architecture of the New 
Edition of the “Encyclopaedia Britannica” and Chairman of the 
Architectural Commission of the World’s Fair in Chicago, 1933, 
who personally studied Chatterjee’s exhibition and listened to his 
lecture, which appeared with the reproductions of some of his 


drawings and constructions in the leading art journal “Architecture” 
of U. S. A :— 


“We of the West especially here in the U.S.A, concerned 
primarily with our own progress, commercial and cultural, inmeshed 
in our own problems and difficulties, are hardly conscious of India 
with her teeming population two or three times the size of our own, 
the oldest continuing civilisation of which we have a record, architec. 
ture, sculpture, painting, crafts that have been slowly developing 
through the centuries while we pride ourselves on our own achieve, 
ments of 200 years at the most. 


India is today threatened by the march of Western civilisation, 
The world may lose so much of real value in art, 
spiritual force that we should look with interest and 
to the effort now being successfully made by Sris Cha 
to establish a real Renaissance of Indian Architect 
country. 


philosophy and 
keen attention 
пага Chatterjee 
ure for his own 
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Mr. Chatterjee is a man of broad culture, has travelled 
extensively, and knows what is best of Western science and engineering. 
But he also realises that the truly functional expression of a people 
rests in their architecture and allied arts. Their spiritual and 
philosophic beliefs are best expressed through this medium. While he 
realises that India must come abreast of modern trends in town- 
planning, sanitation and commercial development, he still knows that 
through the preservation of her arts she will retain her individuality 
as a people, and, therefore, retain for the world those rare qualities 
of spiritual value which the onrush of industrialism has so seriously 
threatened......... He possesses that rare faculty of seeing his problems 
from a broad eonstructive angle and at the same time dears with 
the most minute details of sculpture and ornament with studied care 
and characteristic spirits,........ y 


Dr. Corbett invited Chatterjee to Tea in his office, discussed 
with and advised him to take his exhibits, through the Government 
of India, to the forthcoming World's Fair in Chicago. His lectures 
would be arranged, he assured. 


Dr. Miss Frances Grant, Vice-President, Roerich Museum, New 
York, wrote on 20-1-1931 ;— 


“Dr. Harvey Wiley Corbett has been so splendidly impressed 
by Mr. Chatterjee’s work and his enthusiasm for his native art 
that he is hoping to have his efforts represented in the Chicago 
Exhibition.........” 


The Editor of Architecture remarked : “There is the strong 
probability that India may suffer, as J apan has already done, from 
the roiling of her stream of art by Western influences. Standing stead- 
fustly against such loss of their country’s personality in art are a few 
such men as Sris Chandra Chatterjee.” 


The President of the local Vedanta Society, professors and 
Scholars, architects and Юг. Ananda Kumar with Mrs. Coomaraswami 
visited the exhibition and attended his lectures. 


After his return Chatterjee went to New Delhi for the purpose 
of arranging with the Government. But he was disappointed. 
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Interviewed by the Free Press of India, after his talk 
with the Military Secretary, he made а statement : “The object 
of my coming to Delhi was firstly to enlist the support of the 
Government for my going to and taking part in the fortheoming 
World Exhibition in Chicago as desired and advised by the Chairman 
of the Exhibition...... But, the Government having dropped the idea 
of participating in the Exhibition I have to abandon my project ........ 
The Government owe a duty to the culture of India......... and should 
in this matter give the lead to the people.” 


Next morning, March 7th 1933, his statement appeared in the 
“Hindusthan Times,” 


Studying Sri Chatterjee’s exhibits, Dr. Ely Jacques Kahn, 
Chairman of the Architectural League of New York, issued the 
following statement that was timely circularised in this country by the 
"Free Press of India” ; 


“Just returning from Paris, after visiting the Colonial Exhibition, 
I was very much interested in the work which had been done, 
based on the art of the East. The group of American architects 
who were in our party felt, without question, that the vital work 
was that in which native arts were given full expression. It is 
therefore with particular pleasure that I have been able to analyse 
the work of Mr. Sris Chandra Chatterjee because it is my earnest 
conviction that the development of architecture can result only from 
an honest expression of a man’s solution of his problems, reflecting 
the racial and social characteristics which are dear to him. The 
great tragedy of modern design is the attempt to force foreign influences 
to bear........, 


“T recognise in Mr, Chatterjee’s work the same Spirit of 
enthusiasm for his own nation’s architecture, realising that he has, 
at the same time, produced important works which are the final tests 
of а great architect. The builders of structures which serve their 
purpose use honest materials and avoid aping foreign Styles or foreign 
traditions. The glorious past of India is too Precious to have it hurt 
in any way, and, with the ability of its own sons to carry on its work, 
there is no question but that in such direction, lies the future of the 
great modern Indian architecture.” 
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Mr. E. B. Havell, Oxford :— 


«Mr. Sris Chatterjee’s work interested me greatly. He is working 
on the right line and has а grasp of the problems to be solved.” 


Professor Sir Charles Reilly, M.A., L.L.D., F.R.LB.A., О.В.Е,, 
Royal Gold Medalist in Architecture for 1943, from Middlesex :— 


"India not only needs to free herself of the western architectural 
motifs we in our ignorance brought to her but to erect building as 
simple and powerful as the best the modern world can produce, yet 
occasionally and in the right place and for the right purpose to 
introduce carving and ornament as beautiful and mysterious as that I saw 
when I visited the caves of Blephanta. When she has done this she 
will have given to tho world a greater gift than that of any other 


nation,.....Indian Architecture with its universal plastic language is 
irit of universal brotherhood...... 


a great agency for evolving the sp 
an buildings I also saw in 


India may never again erect the bad Europe 
Bombay.” 


Dr. Herman Goetz, Leyden :— 


«As the Nationalist Romanticism of Europe has 
propagated the Neo-Gothic Mr. Chatterjee proclaims the purely Hindu 
Neo-Guptism...... He has, therefore, found justified support of all 


foreign sympathisers with actual rebirth of India,” 


Mr. H. J. Glas, Chartered Civil Architect by the Austrian 
Government :— 


_ “I record my deepest appreciation of the profound and clear 
studies by the learned architect,......-. will induce Indian and foreign 
students and architects to study the classical Indian Architecture 


and Culture.” 


Mr. Stephen De Cserepy, Architect, University of Budapest, 
June Ist, 1932 :— 

«а. America and England, Chatterjee is very well-known 
and very highly admired by the most celebrated architects, a... As 
Tagore creates poetry in India, во does Chatterjee Architecture : he 


is one of the great living architects of the world, 


the building art which connects all the creative-arts in itself......” 
Linking all the nation of India by Architecture however, as 
Sri N. С. Chatterjee, President of Hindu Mahasabha, now M.P., wrote 
"is not possible through the efforts of a single individual like Sris 
Chatterjee. He is not a mere dreaming theorist or art-critic or erudite 
propagandist. He is also a creative architect, an aspiring builder 
of nation to every inch of his head and heart. For long years he 


has studied various complex problems that confront the revival of | 
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Really it is а very excellent idea to pursue the movement of 
linking all the nation of India with its people of 400 millions, by 
| 


Indian architeotural arts. He has made successive experiments on 
the lines to the appreciation of leading architects апа technical 
experts all the world over. He is a selfless worker, 


And his supreme 
sacrifices can hardly be surpassed. 


“Tn the history of architecture’ 
remarks an eminent art-critic, “he takes his stand side by side with 


Christopher Wren and Ingo Jones. Probably he will measure head 
and shoulder higher because under modern political and other adverse > 
conditions he has had to contend with and overcome greater difficulty, | 
mightier concerted oppositions, unaided and discouraged, than those | 
geniuses ever imagined. He had to manage single-handed all sorts 


of technical and propaganda work for which he has spent every copper 
from his own pocket.” 


| 

ке чаас PE 
One serious problem which hinders the revival of ancient 

Indian architecture is the unwise dictation of the proprietor forced 


upon the architect to produce a drawing that can suit his own taste, 
Consequently the composition becomes hybrid with a 


juxtaposition 
of incongruous elements, its motifs and texture being alien to the 


spirit of a true architecture. Both my-self and Sris Babu had 
bitter experiences in the matter. 


Seale iS See hee ee ee aie 


The Chairman of the Eastern States Union personally took Sri 
Chatterjee to Patiala and introduced him, as the prospective Planner- 
Architect for Greater Sambalpur, to Н. H. the Maharaja Sahib, his son- 
in-law, in the beautiful Moti Bag Garden Palace, а gem of Indian archi- 
tecture. His Highness supported Chatterjee's mission. Next morning his 
Secretary Sardar Raghubir Singh called on the architect for discussion. 
Sri Chatterjee explained what had hindered the judicious deyelop- 


hv 
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ment of -our traditional architecture and the need for the 
establishment of one All-India School to coordinate all important 
regions’ concerned with Indian architectural arts. Sardarji was 
convinced and expressed that he would speak to H. H. the Maharaja in 


the metter. 


The Chairman of the Union took Chatterjee with him to his 
brother-in-law the Ruler of Gondal State in Western Gujrat. Gradually 
he spoke on his account to the Rulers of Jamnagar, Bhavanagar, 
Rajkot, Palitana, ètc., who wished the formation of the School. 


From Gondal the Chairman took Chatterjee direct to the 
Taj Mahal Hotel in Bombay where a Conference of the Chamber of 
Princes was held of which he was a Member of the Executive Committee. 
Chatterjee’s scheme was explained to some Princes and their supports 
were enlisted. 


| Sir М, Visvesvaraya, Seth С. D. Birla, Dewan Bahadur 
Harbilas Sarda and Sir Cowasji Jehangir published а joint appeal to the 
public for co-operating with Chatterjee. 


Seth Jugal Kisore Birla published his statement in the 
Hindusthan Times : "Fear of cost should no longer stand as а stumbling 
block....., «The temples and edifices which are under construction 
on the Ridge of New Delhi suggest а great future of Indian architec- 
ture. тіз Chandra Chatterjee is to be congratulated for the designs 
and directing the constructions.” 


On special invitation Sri Chatterjee went to Jamshedpur and 
gave an illuminating talk to the TISCO Institute. Sir J. J. Gandhi 
presided and appreciated his scheme. 


Invited by Н. Н. the Maharaja Manikya Bahadur of Tripura, 
Sris Babu designed, and directed the construction of, the Manikya 
Memorial Town Hall in Agartala. For that he had to go to Tripura 
thrice and visit and study the extraordinary Tripuresvari Temple in 
Udaipur. The Memorial structure strictly followed the Indo-Burman 
architecture of the Temple. 


In pre-Free India Dr. Rajendra Prasad was his close friend. 
At his instance the architect was brought from Bombay to design 
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å National Hall in Patna to his entire satisfaetion. And to ` his 
appreciation he planned and designed the new residence of Sri 
Jagjivan Ram, lately Hon’ble Minister of Indian Railways, built in 
Bankipur 20 years ago. During the Golden Jubilee Celebration days 
of the B.H.U., in spite of having fever, he was eager to discuss with 
Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, Dr. $. Р. Mookherjee, Mr. Philpot, Principal of 
B. H. U. Engineering College and Sri Chatterjee in respect of the 
proposed department of Architecture and Regional Planning there. 
He wrote to Sri G. L. Mehta to entrust Sri Chatterjee with the 
planning and designing of the proposed Gandhi Nagar in Visakhapattan. 


MUNICIPAL ENGINEERING LONDON 
December 26, 1940 


oe Mr, Chatterjee has been in Patna, at the invitation 


of Dr. Rajendra Prasad, to design proposed National Hall for the 
Indian National Congress. | When constructed, this building will 
represent a beautiful panorama of indigenous styles from the time of 


the yore...... consistent with the great architectural traditions of 
Pataliputra......... a 


Sov ons OER 


Dr. В. С. Roy wrote Sardar Vallavbhai Patel to help his cause. 
Rashtrapati Subhas Chandra Bose requested certain Chief Ministers to 
have their future structures designed by him, Sir N. N. Siroar, 
KOSI, Law Member of the Viceroy’s Executive Council, Sought 
similar co-operation of the Dewans of Mysore, Jaipur and Baroda, 


But the letters, on principle, were not utilized but kept pending 
by the architect who just waited for the actual establishment of the 
Institution, which was expected very soon, so that the 
patronise it direct by eommissioning its services for thei 
of helping the professional income of one indi 


addressees might 
T projects, instead 


vidual like himself. 
Dr. С. Р. Ramaswami Aiyar offered a donation. Sri Chatterjee did 
not take it as the School was not then established. Had the Post-Free 
India sanctioned the scheme of Caleutta University, as had been done 
by the Central Gevernment of Pre-Free India, an All-India School might 
by this time—with the support of the State Governments, the 
co-ordination of Indian Institute of Architects and of Engineers, 


collaboration of R, К. Institute of Culture, Islamic Culture Society of 


х S 


wry 
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Aligarh, Visvabharati and Government centres of building researches— 
function smoothly as an International Institute of Intellectual 
Co-eperation for stimulating the growth of Human Wisdom in active 
alliance with the UNESCO. Ву this time it might grow into an 
University of Indian National Architecture and Culture and pave the 
way for ‘linking all the nations of the world.’ If Sri Chatterjee was 
allowed to exhibit his drawings and models in the Chicago Exhibition, 
could his lectures be arranged by Dr. Corbett and Sir Younghusband 
and publicised world-wide with their Foreword and Introduction in 
book form, Indian Architecture might be taught in the important 
Universities of the West and the East. 


ANCIENT INDIAN ARCHITECTURE WAS THE GRANDEST 
SYNTHESIS OF ARTISAN'S SKILL WITH THE ARCHITECT'S IMAGINA- 
TION AND THE SEER'S SEARCH FOR TRUTH. India, unfolded this 
Eternal Truth through her spiritual architecture, craft, painting 
and sculpture, which attracted, and still attract, millions of men and 
women from different parts of India and abroad, 


Professor Satkori Mookerjee, 14th March, 1958 
Director; Nava Nalanda Mahavihara, Patna. 
My Dear Sris Babu, 

‘You hava done a singular service to our country by rousing 
the interest of our people in the ancient architectural heritage, and 
you have immortalised your name by effecting a synthesis of the old 


and new. 


You are а genius and as such have had to pay the penalty of 
long neglect. All men of genius and extraordinary talents had to 
struggle in the early parts of their life. Your example only reinforces 


the general rule.’ 


In writing one long thoughtful FOREWORD to a thesis on 
Indology, styled "India and the World”, compiled by Sthapatya- 
Visarad Chatterjee, the eminent Jurist Dr. Radhabinod Pal has 
splendidly surveyed the complex problems born of ideological conflicts 
of the nations of the present world, He observes :— 


‘The time is here when Occident must understand the Orient 
if they would understand themselves, and when the world must learn 
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how to eombine Oriental and Occidental values if further tragedy, 
bitterness and bloodshed åre not to епо... 


For this a new kind of attitude and anew type of scholarship 
are required. Man must learn to open his intuitions and imaginations 
even his soul to the possibility. of insights, beliefs and values other 
than his own; and he must bring scholarship to bear upon the 
world’s problems as a whole, seeing local Provincial factors in their 
relation to one another and this whole. 


The following chapters are a historian-architect’g assessment, 
of the reaction to a wonderfully collected material for the use of 
such scholarship. The Survey might indeed have been Supposed to 
lie outside an architect's field of vision, but which certainly have been 
of immense relevance to the purposes of the present-day world. 


Sri Chatterjee presents his second volume with the major 
purpose of indicating the place of ‘New India’ in a world where 
much is yet left unheeded as to the full nature and implications of 


of adjustment. 


* ж * Thereafter, having expounded the ‘Fundamental 
Unity of Oriental and Occidental Philosophy’, Sri Chatterjee proceeds 
to his conclusion as to'New India and the World’ hoping 

‘That pristine India of Krishna-Vasudeva—later 
‘Dreamland’ of foreign adventurers—denoted as ‘Sindhu. 
will shine forth again as an ‘earthly paradise” to 
enlighten the communities distracted by egoism and 
discard the infatuation of the Mammon. 
wealth and secular possession, and to ge 
and commercial antagonism.’ 


on the 
Hindusthan’ 
awaken and 
delusion, to 
like capitalism of mortal 
t rid of economic jealousy 


Sri Chatterjee has indeed succeeded in turning the whole force 
of his study into channel and into: a very useful channel, These 
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essays should stimulate the right kind yof scholarship to survey their 
materials afresh while making them fully aware that Ancient India 
has many things important to tell them. This book indeed reveals 
the very soul of Indian civilisation.’ 


The thoughtful composition suggests a practical, original, long 
term scheme by operating which peaceful co-existence of mankind 
may be possible in the World of To-morrow. The following comments 
on Sri Chatterjee’s contemplated book by Dr. С. Р. Ramaswami Aiyer, 
may be read with interest ; 


Ootacamund 

May 21, 1959 

I have read with deep interest and admiration your compre- 

hensive and lucid account of Indian temples and civilisation. As 

indicated by you I studied the letter press along with the illustrations 

and notes. You have rendered a truly national service and I am 
looking forward to peruse the succeeding portion, 


Ootacamund 

July 28, 1959 

T have read the very valuable Introduction contributed to your 

work by Professor Shibaprasad Chatterjee. I have also glanced 

through the manuscripts and pictures that you have forwarded to 

me, It is impossible to over-estimate the value of your research 

and constructive and formative thinking and, in returning the 

papers ( by separate post), I can wish you in the familiar English 

phrase “more power to your elbow” in your scholarly and creative 
work, 


Madras 
April 4, 1960 
I am returning under separate registered post, the manuscript 
of your second volume which, if I may say so, is even more replete 
with knowledge born of original thinking and of research than the 
previous volume. The public must be specially grateful to you for 
the suggestions that you have made. 
Yours sincerely, 
С. Р. Ramaswami Aiyer 
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From : Prof. Haridas Bhattacharyya Ramkrishna Mission 
General Editor, Institute of Culture. 
Cultural Heritage of India. 18th December, 1952 


‘Sri Sris Chandra Chatterjee will add a new feather to his 
cap when his monograph will be published. With amazing assiduity 
he has brought together а mass of facts touching on every aspect of 
Indian culture and arranged them in a winsome manuer. The language 
of the book borders on enthusiasm and will infect every reader. ‘The 


book is a mine of information. Sri Chatterjee’s versatility is amazing 
indeed,’ 


Dr. В. №. Dey, D.Sc. (Glasgow) M.I.E., 
Chief Enginees, 
Corporation of Calcutta. 


While in London I had heard and read about Mr. Chatterjee’s 
achievement that he had been working single-handed, and against 
tremendours odds......... A man of his talent would certainly have met 
ample patronage in Europe and America. I am sorry that hehas 
had to work so hard to gain а footing in India. 


True copy of a note given to Mr. J. С. Mukerjea, Chief 
Executive Officer, Calcutta Corporation, by Dr. D. R. Bhandarkar, 
Secretary, Indian Museum, Calcutta, formerly Carmichæl Professor af 
Ancient Indian History and Culture, Caloutta University ;— 


Indian Museum, Archæological Section 
14th January, 1941 

‘Like the Department of Sanitation which protects the 
citizens from unhygienie contamination the Corporation of Caleutta 
should open a Department of Indian Architecture, source of aesthetic 
inspiration, in order to protect the citizens from their aesthetic 
sense being contaminated with uncouth, inconsistent structures, 
Tt is a pity that the movement for national architecture renaissance 
in India that has attracted the enthusiastic appreciation of Europe 
and America has failed to evoke sympathy of the City Fathers in 
Calcutta. Prophets are seldom adored in their own country. This 
proverb appears quite true when we think of Sris Chandra Chatterjee 
whose creative talent and wide scholarship have been adored in the 


West but not by his own Bengalee brethern, Recently I had to ge 
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to Bombay and Poona.: Many of my distinguished. friends spoke to 
me very highly about Mr. Chatterjeo’s achievement and enquired 
whether I knew him: The rate-payers should hammer on the 
insensibility of their elected Councilors and compel them to encourage 
India’s Architecture through Corporation,” 


Dr. ATUL CHANDRA GUPTA, Literateurand Jurist— 


“Name of Sri Sris Chandra Chatterjee became famous in Bengal 
from about the second decade of the present century. That was 
the time when the creative urge seized the mind of Bengal and the 
imagined ideal of its fruition enraptured his vision. Bengali literature 
entered in new paths of experiment and adventure, and Bengali art 
created a major art/movement of modern India, the Bengal School 
of painting. Sris’ Chandra Chatterjee was accepted as representative 
Bengali in this fruitful period of Bengal’s life in architecture and things 
and thoughts architectural: As) in fother spheres of these creations 
Sris' Chandra’s ideas had theit-roots deep down in India’s great creative 
past, but open to free light and air from all corners of heayen,” 


“SRI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE, MAYOR OF CALCUTTA— 


Before I had the privilege of meeting Mr. Sris Chandra Chatterjee 
the famous Indian Architect, I used to wonder when India would be 
able to evolve a distinctive School of Architecture, just as she had 
succeeded in developing a new School of Painting. Soon after this 
I came across some articles of Mr. Chatterjeeyin the papers, and I 
simply devoured them. Since then I have met Mr. Chatterjee in person 
and have discussed with him, and the more I have done so, the more. 


has my admiration for him developed, 


* 


Mr. Chatterjee appeared before us just in time as the pioneer 
ofa new School of Architecture, distinctively Indian in character. 
He is fully responsive to Western and other foreign influences but after 
assimilating these and after adapting himself to modern conditions, 
he is able to give something new to India and to the world. I wish 
him success with all my heart for I know that his success means 
the furtherance of the Renaissance of Indian Architecture and a 
further enrichment of the civilization of the world, 
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Т regard revival of Indian “Architecture a8 lan important 
aspect of our national regeneration: Art and architecture represent, 
the finest embodiment ofa nation’s soul. Апа! as» the їзо of-a 
people awakens, it naturally: finds expression їп the distinctive.art 
and architecture of that nation. Having ithis».deep, -conviction 
within me, I have followed the activities of Mr. Chatterjee with 
the greatest interest. I have great admiration for the unbounded 
zeal and enthusiasm which he has evinced , for the 920456 he has 
taken to heart and I earnestly pray however formidable may be the 
obstacles, which beset his path, he may never have occasion to lose 
one particle of the innate optimism ‘which has been the secret of his 
success. w 


4. Tt is possible for Calcutta, Corporation| to have a Depart» 
ment of Indian Architecture for giving: free» advice оће citizens 
as to the type of architecture they should adopt.) This Department 
may stock designs, hand-books, etc for the use of the citizens and 
itmay also carry on propaganda: in ‘various’ ways to! popularise 
Indian architecture, Advantages imay also be taken of Exhibitions 
for popularising Indian architecture among the people of Calcuttas 
And if Calcutta sets an example other Indian cities are sure to follow. 


But the point is who will, Jisten, tome? People are far too 
busy with petty intrigues and insignificant squabbles to think of 


larger problems........, I can’ only hope" that Mr. Chatterjee will 
never lose his optimism.” ү : 


і 


INDIA AND THE: WORLD | изә I 


A COMMENT 
£ SOMMENT 
From : 


Hon'ble Mr. К. С. Chunder, 
former Judge of Calcutta High Court. 


If I am asked the name of one single hook which can correctly. 
interpret overall the salient phases of Anciont India’s, Life—her 
artistic-cum-cultural accomplishments and her 4 scientific, industrial, 
commercial and secular attainments, . I shall point on the above 
unpublished thesis on Indology written 
Chandra Chatterjee. When printed with 


put into circulation the almost encyclopedic thesis shall Serve азай 


М.А. (Cal. & Oxon), I.C.S., Barrister-at-Lawy! 


by Sthapatya-Visarad Sris' 
165 pictures and maps and і 
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authoritative Guide-Book for clear porception of’ the well-ordered, 
corporate, life of the spiritual-minded Indians) for оуег!!5000 years 
from the prehistoric age of the Indus Valley Civilization and the 
Vedic-Brahmanic ‘order of the) Aryavarta-Brahmayarta to the- Post. 
Medieval periods of Indian history, expounding the wonderful achieve- 
ments of Pre-British “India im the spheres of ethics and religion, 
philosophy, socio-economic organization, town-planning and engineering, 
science and industry, statecrafts, architectural arts, iconography, coins,, 
inscriptions, music, literary рашы; material progress апа secular 


prosperity, etc. 


+ do As a proud appraiser of our ancestral cultural heritage апа а 
keen student of philosophy, Eastern and Western; particularly devoted 
to the great teachings of Swami Sankaracharya and Sri Aurobinda, I 
have carefully read the unique composition—unquestionably original 
in conception and attractive display—replete with knowledge born of 
original thinking and synthetic researches. I have gone through 
the chaptors regarding Indian Schools of religion and philosophy which 
in ancient times harmoniously blended with each other and spiritually 
combined to reveal the Soul of Indian Civilization. 


lo 7 With amazing assiduity Sri Chatterjee has brought together a 
mass of facts touching bn all important aspects of Indian'and foreign 
cblturo‘and arranged!them in la winsome manner. In fact the compila- 
tion is'å mine of information in respect of India and the World. 

viata а recognised authority in the Indian Styles of Architec-’ 
ture, the Sthapatya-Visarad's treatment of his favourite ‘subject is! 
marked not only by lucidity and clarity of presentation, but by an 
exalted tone of emotional fervour and of appreciation—comparable 
to the musical eloquence of ‘John Ruskin—which infect the reader 


with the writer’s subline enthusiasm. 


Ав the text matter is studied along with the respective illustra. 
tions and notes the reader gets very vivid colourful _ pictures. 
before his еуез as if he is the spectator of a cinema show. One 
cannot but congratulate the author upon his imaginative faculty not 
ingonsistent, with the spirit of historical research and admire his 
great, ability fora) synthetic grasp of the entire; life movement of 


Indian ( Civilisation. 


I have highly appreciated the invaluable FORBWORD and 
Å MESSAGE contributed respectively by Dr. R. B. Pal, the! aceredited 
Jurist of international recognition and Dr. В. Malik, retired Chief 
Justice of Allahabad High Court. The latter, presently Vice-Chancellor 
of Calcutta University, very thoughtfully observed that the essays, 
when printed and extensively publicised, will fruitfully advocate the 
humane arguments of Upanishadic India and emphasise the 
supreme urge for early formation of a New Human Order, on lines 
Suggested by the author, in order to bestow perpetual peace and 
profound harmony in this bewildered world of to-day. 


I would: suggest authoritative translation of the book in 
different languages in India and abroad to enable many people to share 
the useful knowledge to combine judiciously Oriental and Occidental 
values if further tragedy, bitterness and bloodshed are not to ensue. 


I should mention here the lofty ideal and unflinching devotion of å 


noble lady, Srimati Tandra Devi, a very sincere friend of the Sthapatya- 
Visarad. 


| Tranda Devi ( Miss Maud MacCarthy ) was the daughter of 
an Irish father (Dr, С, W: MacCarthy M.D., F.R:GS., of Sydney ) 
and of one American mother of an educated family. From tenderest 
years she evinced a genius for music combined with wide humanitarian 
impulses and organising ability. She became a star violinist in London 
at the age of ten years when she amazed Н.М. Queen Victoria and 
all the crowned heads of Europe with her performences, 


After some years she conducted her triumphant tour in Europe, 
Australia and U.S.A. Gradually she assimilated the inner spirits of 


seven kinds of classical music including Russian, Chinese, German and 
Indian, At times her recitals were broadcast, 


Principal E. В. Havell wrote that 
interpreter of Indian music in Europe, the 
musical expression and an incomparable expon 


she) Was the best living 


ent of Indian music, 


King Edward VIII learned violin under her care, 


she organised, in honorary’ tapacity, the Festival of Remembranve: 
Armistice Night, in aid of the British Legion, in the Albert Hall, 


creator of new forms of 


And in 1923 ` 
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London, in which 1250 artists participated in the presence of HM: 
King George, H: М. Queen Mary and Ambassadors of 23 ex-belligerent 
nations. 


She retired from the concert platform in 1908 and visited India, 
her dreamland, as ‘the guest of Dr. Annic Besant. She returned to 
London in 1911 and lived alone in a studio in Chelsea: There she had 
alsbrange contact with what she called ‘angels of sound’. Shortly 
after this extraordinary experience, she introduced Indian music, for 
the! first time, in the West to do which she toured Universities, 
thrilling the masses with recitals of Indian songs and leatures on arts. 


At last she came again to India to spend the last part of her 
holy life i in the Himalayan seclusion. She built a cottage in Kashmir 
and named it as ‘Tandrasram’. The eternal music of the Himalayan 
forest enchanted her soul. From her ‘Asram’ (hermitage) she wrote 
letters to Sris Chatterjee. 


Besides her deep knowledge in all the five branches of Fine 
Art she published poetical mystery plays. and poems. She introduced 
Little Theatres for the village children and she established Guilds of 
Handicrafts. 1 


е In connection wirh Chatterjee’s mission Miss Maud MacCarthy 
published articles and. letters in daily papers and periodicals of 
India. Below is quoted thevlast para of one publication. 

“Alas |. One may. wear oneself out writing and talking soul 
those things ; patriots may work, sacrifice health and livelihood, and) 
eat their heart out sorrowing over Vague, high sounding but broken 
promises, Sris Chandra Chattérjee, the eminent architect of Huropean, 
American and Indian fame, must have been doing somewhat of this 
over his scheme for a school of architecture, run on right lines, for 
the realisation of which he has given and is still giving his all. Great 
men of other lands have sung his praises. Foremost men of India have 
done likewise. By fine work his capacities are proven. His energies 
are immense and vision clear, his enthusiasm and patriotism are 
known. Then, asks the mere outsider, who only knows this artist- 
teacher by his works, why does not this school, long overdue, 
materialize? Surely, not through lack of work, qualifications, and a 
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thagnificent spirit of saerifice on the part of the intrepid promoter i 
Т appeal to patriots who have wealth as well as vision, to help this 
grand Indian artist to realize his dream. His inspiration is the need 
of the people of the whole of India—their starvation of Beauty and 
order, and of all that these make for in daily life. The restoration of 
India’s great arts and crafts can only be realized by. the founding of 
an All-In Ча School of Architecture. i Until architecture) takes its 
rightful place in national education, there can naver be a revival of 
national arts and crafts... All schools, all, expressions in building, 
provided they are sincere, appropriate, usefuland therefore beautiful 
—should. and. would be included in the activities of the National School; 
which would not be merely for today or to-morrow, but for the 
centuries to come. What we build now will bless or curse future 
generations. It is our duty to build for, the new national awakening, 


the new culture, and education—for the land we dream of—free 
faithful and magnificent. å 


SRIS CHANDRA CHATTERJEE AND UDAY SHANKAR 


“То meet Professor Uday Shankar and his group an afternoon 
party was given by Mr. Sris Chandra Chatterjee'at the Outram Ghat! 
Buffet, Calcutta. 50 distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, 
Indian and foreign, were present. 


Paying tribute to the genius of Mr. Uday Shankar аз a supreme 
exponent of the art of Indian’ Dance,’ Sit'SRadhakrishnan also paid 
a glowing tribute to the selfless, untiring devotion of Sris Chandra 
Chatterjee to the Renaissance of Indian Architecture, (The proposed 
All-India Institute of Indian Architecture, which the architect is! 
persistently striving for, Dr. Radhakrishnan said, МЕНГЕ , 
materialised with the co-operation and batronage of the nation vi 


—The Calcutta Municipal Gazette, 14.1.1941 A 
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